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Children’s Hymn at 
Springtime 
By Phoebe Brooks 


E LOVE Thee for the bright sp 
morning, 
We love Thee for the golden sun, 
For all the wide blue sky above 
O Lord, our love has just begun! 


We love Thee for the gentle breezes 
That brush the leaflets on the bo 

We love Thee for the greening hillte 
O Lord, we really love Thee now! 


We love Thee for the purple violets — 

That grow where little children pla 

For every blossom in the orchard— a 

We love Thee more and more eat 
day! 


We love Thee for the blackbirds’ chort 
For all the meadow larks that sing, 
For pasture lands and rippling stre 

lets— a 

We love Thee, Lord, for everything! ~ 
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THE GROUND OF ACCEPTANCE 


Man seems to be so characterized by pride and self- 
| righteousness that he is unwilling to receive the grace of 
God. Even the Christian who acknowledges that he has 
been saved by grace through faith alone, who confesses that 
salvation is God’s free gift, apart altogether from anything 
that he might do to save himself, finds it difficult to live his 
Christian life on the principle of grace. Like the Galatian 
_ Christians, he is prone to fall into the error of attempting 
to live a life of acceptance and perfection by self-effort. 
While acknowledging the fact of an initial work of grace 
at the new birth, it is difficult for us to understand that 
God never accepts us on the basis of our performance. 
He does not love us more because we try to please Him. 
It was while we were sinners, rebels, utterly hopeless and 
unclean that God gave Himself—His Son—for us. We 
were in this condition when Christ died for us. God could 
_ never love me more on the grounds of my Christian life 
than He loved me, His enemy, at Calvary. God does not 
accept us because we are good, or even because we love 
Him. God accepts us because we are in Christ, because we 
are His children by the new birth. The basis of a child’s 
acceptance in the family is that the child has been born 


into that family, not because he is obedient or does well at 
school. This acceptance is the ground of the child’s security. 
Because of this he can say, “This is my home, I belong here, 
you are my father.” If this is not so, then true family 
relationship does not exist; parenthood is denied. So it is 
in our relationship with God. He loves us because He loves 
us. He accepts me because I am His child. I may please 
Him, obey Him, glorify Him; I may disobey Him and grieve 
Him; but this does not affect my acceptance or His love. 
I may serve Him faithfully and win His commendation 
or a reward at Christ’s judgment seat, but this does not 
increase His Father-love. Good works are an evidence of 
true faith, but contribute nothing to salvation or sanctifica- 
tion, apart from God’s initial work of grace in one’s heart 
at the new birth, or His continuing work of grace by the 
Holy Spirit. God’s rewards are on the basis of true works 
of faith and love. God’s acceptance and love are on the 
basis of the Cross which is the ultimate expression of His 
I am secure in Christ. I am certain of His infinite 
love because of Calvary. I am accepted because I am His 
child, a member of His family. It was while I was an 
unregenerate and rebellious sinner that Christ died for me. 


grace. 
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Comfort for Dark Days 


“In all places where I record my 
name I will come unto thee, and I 
will bless thee” (Exod. 20:24). 

















tian love that the witness of so 
many believers breaks down. Some- 
one has truly said, “It is easier to con- 
vert a sinner than to change a man’s 


T IS at the point of genuine Chris- 


disposition.” By this it is meant that 
many Christians who are true believers 
nevertheless fail in the process of 
growth in grace and in likeness to the 
One who has saved them. Conse- 
quently, they continue to exhibit for all 
to see many weaknesses of the flesh, one 
of the most prominent being a lack of 
Christian love. 

When the unregenerate world speaks 
of “love,” it is speaking of something 
entirely different. The love portrayed 
in much literature and art is of the flesh, 
but the love of Christ, shed abroad in 
the hearts of believers and exhibited 
through acts of consideration and kind- 
ness to our fellow men, is a spiritual 
thing. It is a quality of life that is 
possible only to those who first have 
surrendered their hearts to the infilling 
and outflowing of the Holy Spirit. 


Contrasted with Christian love there 
is a counterfeit love in the world, a 
“Satanic sweetness” that the world ap- 
plauds and that earns for those who 
exhibit it the praise of men. Christian 
love, on the other hand, is self-effacing, 
its end being to glorify God. 

This love is a fruit of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit. It can come from no other 
source and its objects are led to see in 
it God and not man. 

But this love of which we write does 
not develop spontaneously in human ex- 
perience. It comes through a process of 
spiritual growth, easier for some than 
for others, more slowly in some than in 
others. But God expects it of all His 
children. It is the badge of a Christian, 
the external sign of the indwelling 
Spirit. 

In the 13th chapter of First Corin- 
thians, Paul leaves no doubt as to what 
Christian love really is. No man can 
read these qualities of heart and life by 
which love is exhibited to the world 
without being convicted of how far he 








falls short of God’s ideal for His own. 

How often we lose patience when 
love should have restrained us! 

How often we fail to be constructive 
when provoked!’ That glimmer of spir- 
itual life, that smoldering flax in the 
heart of the one we meet casually in 
some social contact—do we not often 
quench it through failure to love him? 

Envy of the good fortune of others 
rises spontaneously in the human heart. 
Only that love which comes down from 
above can enable us always to rejoice 
in the good fortune of a friend or 
neighbor. 

Conceit is an attribute of the unre- 
generate heart. But how many Chris- 
tians let pride come between them and 
an effective witness to others. Pride 
lowers us in the opinion of others but 
its effect on the Christian is devastat- 
ing. It places us in opposition to God. 
Love is the very antithesis of pride for 
it transfers the concern of the indi- 
vidual from self to others. 

Christian love produces good man- 
ners. How frequently Christians give 
offense at this point, exhibiting a lack 
of courtesy and consideration for the 
feelings of others. This becomes a re- 
flection on the Name we bear. Love 
enables one to have a proper sense of 
values, of the propriety of things, and 
of the sensibilities of others. It en- 
ables us to see not only ourselves but 
all things, “as ithers see.” 

Love helps deliver us from being 
oversensitive to the slights and rude- 
ness of others. Rather than arousing re- 
sentment, these things produce a reflex 
attitude of compassion and pity. “A 
soft answer turneth away wrath” was 
true thousands of years ago; it is true 
today. It comes naturally in love. 

It is not easy to think the best of 
others, but love makes even that pos- 
sible, so that in the life of grace the 
words of our Lord take on new mean- 
ing: “Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you” 
(Matt. 5:44). 

Love will be ashamed of evil, not 
gloat over it. In the theological ex- 
change, it will rejoice whenever and 
wherever truth is preached, regardless 
of the one preaching. It will not rush 
publicly to expose error that can be 
corrected in secret. 

At the same time, Christian love will 
deal with error wherever necessary to 
protect the body of Christ. The con- 
doning of error has no place in the 
practice of Christian love, however 
much love may dictate the way error 
is handled. 

The Apostle Paul speaks of the tril- 
ogy of faith, hope, and love. He tells 
us that love is the greatest of the three. 
But he makes plain that these abiding 
qualities of Christian experience occur 
in a sequence and in a relationship 
that cannot be violated, for the first 
is faith. 

Christian love can exist only in the 
hearts of those who are Christians. We 
become Christians through meeting, by 
faith, Jesus Christ our Lord, the eternal 
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Son of God. This experience-produc- 
ing faith is the fountain from which 
love springs, the foundation on which 
it rests. 

It is because of faith that we expe- 
rience the glorious hope of the Chris- 
tian. It is through faith, and the hope 
that proceeds from it, that the love of 


‘ Christ flows out to those around us. 


A loveless Christian, in the final analy- 
sis, is a confusion of terms, for love is 
the necessary outward expression of in- 
ward faith and hope. 


we 


Notes on Open Letters 





When Was Paul “Chief 
of Sinners”? 


Will you kindly give your judg- 
ment on the following question: 

When Paul classed himself as the 
chief of sinners was he referring only 
to his life before he became a Chris- 
tian, or after, or both? 

In referring to his struggle, as a 
Christian, with sin he concludes by 
Saying, “But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” and his teaching 
on the whole leads one to believe that 
he was living a life of constant, un- 
remitting trust—that every moment 
was a moment of victory over sin. 
Would it be possible for a person in 
such relationship to declare himself 
in the next breath as the chief of 
sinners without libelling his Lord’s 
work of salvation? Paul’s declaration 
is occasionally explained as an ex- 
ample of his humility, but to me that 
does not appear to be adequate.—A 
Toronto reader. 

When Paul called himself chief of 
sinners, it was indeed an expression of 
humility, but it was not an expression 
of present defeat. It was not a con- 
fession that he was sinning, and sin- 
ning as no others were sinning, while 
he wrote the God-breathed words of 
his First Epistle to Timothy. The pas- 
sage in which this statement occurs is 
as follows: 


And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
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who hath enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry; who was before a 
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and in- 
jurious: but I obtained mercy, be- 
cause I did it ignorantly in unbelief, 
And the grace of our Lord was ex- 
ceeding abundant with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners; of whom 
I am chief. Howbeit for this cause 
I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them 
which ‘should hereafter believe on 
him to life. everlasting (1 Tim. 1: 
12-16). 


What Paul meant by calling himself 
chief of sinners is shown here. Before 
he was saved he had been a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious. He 
had blasphemed the name of Christ; 
he had persecuted believers unto death; 
he had gravely injured the Church, 
which is the body of Christ. These are 
no ordinary sins; they are -extraordin- 
ary; except for the unpardonable sin, 
they are sins of the worst sort. Paul 
had been a front-rank sinner,—that is 
what the Greek word translated “chief” 
means. It is the word protos, meaning 
“first.” It is interesting to notice that 
in the next verse the same word, protos, 
is used again as Paul continues: “How- 
beit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me First Jesus Christ might 
shew forth all longsuffering, for a pat- 
tern to them which should hereafter 
believe on him to life everlasting.” 
Paul had been a first, or leading, or 
chief sinner; Paul was a first, or lead- 
ing, or chief example of the mighty 
power of Christ’s longsuffering grace 
and salvation. 

The fact that Paul uses the present 
tense of the verb when he says, in. 
speaking of sinners, “of whom I am 
chief,” does not, of course, mean that 
he was continuing in sin as the worst 
of living sinners while he wrote the 
inspired letter to Timothy. As _ the 
Toronto reader points out, many pas- 
Sages in Paul’s New Testament writings 
show that he was living a life of con- 
tinual victory over sin. He could not 
have been continuing in sin and have 
written the clarion call: “Shall we con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid” (Rom. 6:1, 2). But the 
present tense of the verb, when Paul 
declared “I am chief,” obviously meant 
that Paul was then, and would always 
be, a conspicuous and leading example 
of a sinner saved by grace. He will be 
able to make this same statement to 
us just as truthfully when we see him 
in Heaven and in the presence of the 
Lord as he was when he wrote it to 
Timothy almost nineteen centuries ago. 
Through all eternity he will always be 
one in whom, as a chief of sinners, 
Jesus Christ showed forth all longsuf- 
fering. 

Other statements in the superlative 
degree that Paul made by inspiration 
concerning himself are found in Ephes- 
ians 3:8 and 2 Corinthians 11:5. He 


(Continued on page 302) 
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Minkayi gives a blast on his blowgun. 


|. Daily Life Among the Aucas 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


HERE is no need for faith where forced to face. Edna St. Vincent Mil- 


there is no consciousness of an 

element of risk. Faith, to be 
worthy of the name, must embrace doubt. 
The greater the risk, or the greater we 
suppose it to be (the need for faith is 
the same in either case), the greater 
must be the faith that meets it. In our 
going into Auca territory there were 
risks aplenty so far as we knew. There 
was also the ground of our faith, the 
Word of Him who is called the “pio- 
neer and perfecter of our faith.” Noth- 
ing less could have brought us to that 
place. I simply do not understand 
those who will take similar risks for 
the sake of adventure or scientific 
study. I know that there are such peo- 
ple, but I am not one of them. I.do 
not seek the elusive “moment of truth” 
that some claim to find in high ad- 
venture. I seek only Him who said, 
“Tam... the truth.” 

We knew ourselves to be completely 
in His hands, not more so, however, 
at that moment than at any moment 
in our lives. Neither were we any 
more doing our duty at that moment 
than at any other, but circumstances 
made us more conscious of realities. 
There were no distractions, no props, 
no sound of what Samuel Rutherford 
called “the confused rollings and wheels 
of second causes.” 

For me, the Aucas had been the 
personification of death. Death is the 
one thing none of us is willing to face, 
and the one thing every one of us is 


April 9, 1960 (Lesson for April 24) 


“This is my brother” 


lay wrote: 


This I do, being mad: 

Gather baubles about me, 

Sit in a circle of toys, and all the time 

Death beating the door in. 

White jade and an orange pitcher, 
Hindu idol, Chinese god— 

Maybe next year, when I’m richer— 
Carved beads and a lotus pod.... 


And all this time 
Death beating the door in. 


The door burst when my husband 





As is known to Times readers, 
Elisabeth Elliot, with her daughter, 
Valerie, and Rachel Saint, and ac- 
companied by some Quichua Indians, 
went into Auca territory in October, 
1958, and lived with this simple, 
primitive, savage people for nearly 
a year. In a series of four articles, 
of which this is the first, Mrs. Elliot 
tells of her experiences among these 
people and something of the com- 
munication difficulties faced by those 
who would make Christ known to 
them. Photos are by the author. 








was killed. And the Aucas, these whom 
we had come to see, had been the 
dealers of that deathblow. In quite a 
different way I had been forced to face 
death, i.e. the Aucas, at the time 
Honorio, the Quichua Indian, had been 
killed on the Curaray River. It had 
seemed likely then that death might 
come to Valerie and me. And now, as 
Rachel and I went into the little settle- 
ment, although neither of us ignored 
the possibilities, I felt prepared to meet 
them in a way that I would not have 
been able to do had I not earlier em- 
braced them and all that they signified 
for me, by faith. 

Psychologists tell us to “do the thing 
we fear.” Good advice, probably, for 
conquering the smaller fears. It would 
hardly apply to the great fear, the fear 
of death. There is only one answer 
for this—to know Him who holds the 
keys of death and is Himself the Lord 
of life. God, the Father, revealed Him- 
self in His Son Jesus Christ, who said, 
“Tam... the life.” It was in His name 
that we came. 

Standing on a great balsa log, gesticu- 
lating and declaiming as we entered 
the clearing, was Kimu, a powerfully 
built man of about twenty-five. He 
was naked but for a skein of cotton 
string around his hips. Great holes in 
his earlobes were plugged with disks 
of balsa wood, and his hair was rather 


(Continued on page 293) 
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Aucas laugh and chat together at home 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ered in Palestine—During a re- 

cent excavation of a fortress on 
the southern coast of Palestine, there 
was found on a scrap of pottery four- 
teen lines of faded ancient Hebrew let- 
tering that is said to be the largest 
known inscription thus far discovered 
dating back to the days of the First 
Temple, that is, the Temple built by 
Solomon. The excavation is being car- 
ried on by the Government Department 
of Antiquities and the Israel Explora- 
tion Society. The inscription, found in 
five pieces in the fortress gate, begins, 
“May the Lord the prince hear the 
words of His servant.” 


Though the discoveries in Qumran 
and other places in Palestine have been 
remarkable, there are perhaps even 
greater things awaiting excavation, es- 
pecially in Jerusalem—but how to get 
permission to excavate where people 
are living, and old and ancient build- 
ings are standing, is the problem. 


‘ N ANCIENT Inscription Discov- 


Mohammedanism Also Deceives.—An- 
other vivid illustration came to my at- 
tention only recently. My wife noticed 
a young man working in the garden of 
a home in the neighborhood and, stop- 
ping to talk with him, learned that he 
was a Mohammedan from Asia Minor. 
It was not very long before he informed 
her that he would never be able even 
to think of becoming a Christian be- 
cause—and these were his words—“It 
has recently been discovered that Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, spent her last days 
in the temple of Diana at Ephesus.” 
This is one of the more profound as- 
pects of Satan’s program, deception, and 
the New Testament speaks of it re- 
peatedly. 


“Evangelism in Germany” is the title 
of one of the most factual and inform- 
ing brochures relating to Biblical and 
ecclesiastical subjects that has come to 
my attention for some time. It is by 
H. H. Ulrich, a German scholar, and 
is published by the United Society for 
Christian Literature at the Lutterworth 
Press (4 Bouverie St., London E. C. 4). 
The English price is 2 shillings. I wish 
it were possible to quote two hundred 
lines from this work, but that cannot 
be done here. 

In beginning, the author says that 
during the Third Reich “a certain lack 
of confidence began to replace the 
scientific optimism of the previous fifty 
years with its promises of an earthly 
paradise. The smoke of two gruesome 
wars had blotted out the nineteenth 
century self-portrait of man. Yet this 
hardly amounted to a revival.” Since 
the last World War, Mr. Ulrich ob- 
serves: “The standard of living became 
a sort of substitute for religion. Ma- 
terialism was no longer an ideology but 
a way of life. The choice of an occu- 
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pation was determined by the desire 
for security. Sex was regarded as all- 
important, and the man’s value was 
measured by his income. This religion 
based on the standard of living had no 
ethic and demanded no sacrifice. Is 
it surprising that people learned to 
shirk responsibility? Bitter experience 
has taught them that they will have to 
pay dearly if they become involved in 
any political or ideological system. 
What was left of moral sense was 
chiefly concerned with work, which hag 
itself become something of a false god. 
The attempt to make life secure 
through work, however, cannot give 
the same security as faith in God; it 
rather engenders anxiety, and this is 
itself a potent factor in the German 
situation.” 

In East Germany there is a different 
situation, with the fierce attack of a 
Communist state upon the Christian 
faith. I did not know before that by 
June, 1953, more than five hundred 
pastors had been arrested, and more 
than three thousand young people ex- 
pelled from school or penalized in some 
other way. In West Germany, 96 per 
cent, and -in East Germany, 95 per 
cent of the population are nominal 
members of the major Christian 
churches, but of these, “30 per cent are 
virtually separated from the church, 
maintaining contact only on big occa- 
sions, such as weddings, funerals, bap- 
tisms, and perhaps at Christmas: 4 or 
5 per cent are active members, while 
50 or 60 per cent are occasional at- 
tenders.” One half of the German peo- 
ple are members of evangelical churches; 
45 per cent of the Roman Catholic 
Church; 3% per cent are churchless, and 
the others are scattered among various 
Christian denominations. Of the Prot- 
estant groups, 50 per cent are Lu- 
therans (about 20,000,000), 49 per cent 
belong to the United Church, and 1 
per cent to the Reformed Church. 

How little we know of the great 
Christian movements in other lands, 
even such a land as Germany, where 
thousands of people living in our own 
country have been educated. For ex- 
ample, the contents of the two pages 
devoted to “The Historical Setting of 
German Evangelicalism” were  pre- 
viously almost wholly unknown to me. 
Here is a fascinating account of the 
now-famous German Evangelical Kir- 
chentag, the first assembly of which 
was held in 1949. By 1954, this Church 
Day was attended by 600,000 people. 
According to this survey, religious radio 
programs in Germany are quite effec- 
tive. There is considerable space given 
to a discussion of the relation of evan- 
gelicalism to modern economic condi- 
tions. 

I was surprised to note the confession 
of the author that “in the East German 
Republic, there are more opportunities 
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for personal evangelism than in West 
Germany, because every matter of 
practical life involves a religious de- 
cision. Evangelism is increasingly be- 
coming a matter of personal discussion 
between man and man, and calls for 
personal witness.” 

Many will appreciate the final con- 
clusion of this carefully composed docu- 
ment: “It is not enough to concen- 
trate on finding new methods; we must 
not lose sight of the fact that evan- 
gelism is a spiritual matter, quite dif- 
ferent from psychology or sociology. 
The Bible is the only true compass by 
which we can guide our feet. It is no 
accident that in Germany the central 
place of the Bible in evangelism has 
been rediscovered.” 


World Vision, Inc., Expands in Asia. 
—One of the most active evangelical 
missionary organizations in our land, 
World Vision, Inc., of Pasadena, has 
announced plans for seven hospital proj- 
ects in Asian countries, from India to 
Formosa. These will include the St. 
Thomas Mission Hospital In-Patient 
Ward at Kattanam, Kerala, India; the 
Children’s Convalescent Home near 
‘Seoul, Korea; an expansion of the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital in Taegu, Korea, the 
Taejon (Korea) Children’s Clinic; a 
nursery school and clinic in Hong Kong; 
a hospital for children crippled by polio 
and other diseases in Pingtung, For- 
mosa, and a two-story, four-winged hos- 
pital for TB patients in Po-li, Formosa. 
The participation of World Vision in 
this task involves, in most cases, the 
purchase of land, architectural services, 
and building materials for each hos- 
pital. 

Construction began June 1, 1959, on a 
land grant by the Hong Kong govern- 
ment for a nursery school and clinic 
in a low-cost housing area for Chinese 
industrial workers in Kowloon. The 
school-clinic project, directed by Dr. 
Charles Roberts, is also planned as an 
extensive evangelistic offensive in the 
refugee-jammed Colony. Each hospital 
project is operated by various mission 
agencies already established on _ the 
field. 


Compromise With Communism.—The 
“Far East News Service,” edited by Dick 
Hillis, reveals in an announcement from 
Taiwan some of the serious undercur- 
rents of thought in our country that 
will lead more and more to comprom- 
ise with Communist Russia: ” 

“Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, President of 
the National Council of Churches in 
America, told missionary leaders in a 
December meeting here that the Na- 
tional Council of Churches would not 
repudiate the recommendation of the 
World Study Group to recognize Red 
China, and that he personally was in 
full accord with their recommendation. 

“Dr. Dahlberg, here on a three-day 
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tour of American Military installations, 
voiced his opinions to twenty-one rep- 
resentatives of American missionary, 
military, and government bodies at a 
dinner meeting held at the Grand Hotel. 
He was accompanied by Dr. Fred S. 
Buschmeyer, Assistant General Secre- 
tary and Director of the Washington 
office of the N.C.C. 

“Dr. Dahlberg’s anticipated visit to 
Taiwan had already caused no small 
stir in Protestant missionary circles, 
and many leaders from representative 
missionary bodies welcomed this op- 
portunity to determine for themselves 
the official position of the N.C.C. leader- 
ship towards the controversial recom- 
mendations proposed by the World 
Order Study Conference held in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, November 18-21, 1958. 

“Asked to clarify his own position 
on this issue, Dr. Dahlberg replied: ‘My 
personal conviction regarding this 
N.C.C. World Study Group recommen- 
dation is that I am in complete agree- 
ment with their report. Furthermore, 
I think that years from now we will 
look back to this as one of the great 
steps of the Christian Church. I do 
not think that the N.C.C. will repudiate 
the recommendation of the World Order 
Study Group.’ 

“Queried further, the President of the 
N.C.C. acknowledged that probably 
ninety per cent of the Chinese people 
were against the present Communist 
regime of China. When asked why 
then he would urge the church to press 
United States recognition of a govern- 
ment in Red China which was only 
representative of ten per cent of the 
people, Dr. Dahlberg replied: ‘I don’t 
think that our Christianity depends on 
our freedom. I believe we will get 
farther with all countries in the United 
Nations. Wherever the United Nations 
steps in, it brings a healing influence!” 


Who Pays Liquor Taxes?—The In- 
ternal Revenue Service, during the year 
1958, collected $767,000,000 in taxes from 
the federal tax on beer, and occupation 
taxes on brewers, wholesalers, and re- 
tailers. However, as another has com- 
mented, the actual taxpayer in this 
case is the drinker, whose family is 
deprived of the necessities of life many 
times. The brewer, wholesaler, and re- 
tailer simply act as a collection agency 
for the government, receiving lucrative 
profits for their time. 

With this should be mentioned the 
report of the United States Secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare, that 
the number of alcoholics in our coun- 
try is increasing at the rate of 200,000 
a year. 


Catholic and Methodist Comparisons. 
—The Director of the Statistical Office 
of the Methodist Church has released 
some figures that should prove encour- 
aging to Protestants. The following 
paragraphs are taken from an article 
in Together, October, 1958: 

“The number of Roman Catholics who 
become Methodists is almost four times 
greater than the number of Methodists 
who take membership in the Roman 
Catholic Church. This four-to-one ratio 
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roughly corresponds to the current ratio 
between respective church memberships 
—34.5 million Roman Catholics and 9.5 
million Methodists. 

Those figures, however, are subject 
to interpretation. Catholic practice is 
to include all members of ‘Catholic 
families, whereas Methodist church 
rosters usually list only active mem- 
bers. Then, too, Methodist figures are 
only for the Methodist Church, and do 
not include Wesleyan Methodist and 
other related Methodist bodies with al- 
most two million more adherents.” 

The same article states the reason 
given by 403 Methodists for changing 
to Catholicism: they were married to 
Catholics. Only 39 changed over be- 
cause they had come to the conclusion 
that they preferred Catholic doctrine 
and practice. Of the Catholics becom- 
ing Methodists, 737 said this was the 
result of marriage, while 829 said they 
preferred the beliefs and practices of 
Protestantism. 


Church of England Converts From 
Rome.—The 1960 Yearbook of the 
Church of England, just off the press, 
carries some interesting statistics re- 
garding converts from Rome. Every 
year there come into the Church of 
England some 14,775 people from other 
religious bodies, including 3,480 from 
the Church of Rome, as against an an- 
nual loss of about 800 Anglicans to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The same report points up the notice- 
able leakage of members after confir- 
mation, Sixty per cent of the children 
born in England, e.g., in 1956, were 
baptized into the Church of England. 
At the end of 1956, there were 26,771,000 
baptized members of the church, but of 
this number there were only 9,691,500 
confirmed members; in other words, 
two-thirds of those baptized in the 
Church of England never proceed as 
far as confirmation. Moreover, of the 
more than nine million who had been 
confirmed, only 2,348,000 were Easter 
communicants in 1956—about one in 
four; or, about one out of twelve bap- 
tized members had come up for Easter 
communion. 


Disturbing Passages in a United 
Church of Canada Book.—Several 
months ago the United Church of Can- 
ada published a 120-page volume en- 
titled “Life and Death: A Study of the 
Christian Hope,” a document prepared 
over the last five years by the Com- 
mittee on Christian Faith, at the in- 
struction of the Sixteenth General 
Council of the United Church of Can- 
ada. Though there are, of course, some 
commendable statements in this doc- 
trinal volume, there are some very re- 
grettable passages as well. There is, 
e.g., a long section on fellowship with 
the departed (six pages) in which mem- 
bers of the United Church are urged 
to pray for the departed. Not only 
are they to pray in thanksgiving for 
the fellowship they had enjoyed with 
them on earth, but they are also to 
intercede for the departed. 

The pages on the subject of the Sec- 
ond Advent are among the most dis- 





turbing of the entire volume, e.g.: 
“When Jesus speaks of the Son of man 
coming in or with the clouds of heaven, 
and when Paul says that ‘the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a 
shout,’ they do not mean necessarily 
that Jesus will return in a physical man- 
ner. Here again there is symbolism. 
‘The clouds of heaven’ is a familiar 
Biblical phrase which attempts to de- 
scribe the coming of God to man. In 
the Bible, clouds form a sort of bridge 
between heaven and earth, between 
eternity and time. They themselves are 
easily visible, and yet they may render 
other things invisible or obscure. They 
symbolize the fact that God both re- 
veals Himself and reserves or hides 
Himself. When ‘the Lord came down 
upon Mount Sinai’ to reveal the law 
and covenant to His people through 
Moses, there was a ‘thick cloud upon 
the mount.’ The revelation of God 
there was a mighty reality, but it was 
nevertheless shrouded in mystery. 

“The question whether Jesus will re- 
turn in a physical manner is one we 
cannot answer. The fact that He visits 
us now and is continually coming into 
our lives in a nonphysical manner 
makes it possible for us to think that 
His return may take place in the same 
way. John’s statement that ‘every eye 
shall see him,’ need not refer to a 
physical manifestation. Its _ essential 
meaning is that His final coming will 
be an unmistakable and irresistible dis- 
closure to all of the justice and mercy 
of God.” 


Russia’s Intensified Campaign Against 
Jews.—It is estimated that there are 
approximately three million Jews in 
Russia—and how pathetic is their con- 
dition! In a recent issue of the Con- 
gressional Record, an article by Miss 
Patricia Blake, “New Agony for Rus- 
sian Jews,” begins: 

“Over the last several months the 
Soviet Union’s campaign against Jews 
and Judaism has intensified. All over 
the country, synagogues have been 
closed, prayer meetings’ have been 
raided, and newspaper articles have ap- 
peared attacking Jews as ‘thieves,’ and 
‘enemies of socialism.’ In this climate 
of official attack, hoodlums have felt 
free to stone and set fire to synagogues. 
Jews have been severely beaten and 
even killed. 

“The extent and the virulence of the 
new campaign, which may come as a 
shock to the outside world, does not 
surprise the Jews of the U.S.S.R. They 
have had to live with organized anti- 
Semitism for more than a decade. ‘The 
government regards Christianity and 
Islam as the opium of the people,’ a 
Gentile Russian told me in Moscow re- 
cently, ‘but it treats Judaism as if it 
were poison gas. What’s more, it doesn’t 
matter whether a Jew is religious or 
not. He’s pushed around just because 
he’s a Jew.’ 

“Less than fifteen years have passed 
since Russia valiantly pushed back the 
German armies which had slaughtered 
over two million Jews in Soviet terri- 
tory alone. Yet since that victory the 
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Jews of the U.S.S.R. have known little 
else but deprivation and despair. No 
other minority has been attacked so 
relentlessly and so mercilessly by the 
Kremlin. 

“Soviet officials will not admit to 
this discrimination. Khrushchev, when 
asked about it at the National Press 
Club in Washington during his visit, 
denied it vehemently. There is, after 
all, no ideological justification for a 
Communist to be anti-Semitic; the 
equality of all peoples is a cornerstone 
of Marxism-Leninism.” 

While visiting in Moscow, Miss Blake 
found in the Central Synagogue eight- 
een students preparing for the rabbin- 
ate, under the supervision of Rabbi 
Levin, the only school training rabbis 
in Russia. In other words, among three 
million Jews in Russia today, there are 
only eighteen boys allowed to study 
Hebrew, the only group permitted any 
education in the traditions of Judaism. 
Miss Blake reports that only three 
thousand copies of the Hebrew Prayer 
Book have been printed in Russian 
since the Revolution, that is, in the last 
forty years, and only a few hundred of 
these were ever distributed. For this 
reason, those that have prayer books 
prize them above the value of rubies. 


Hebrew Scholars Eligible at Oxford. 
—It is of significance that for the first 
time in its history, the Regius Professor- 
ship of Hebrew at Oxford University 
has been made eligible to Hebrew 
scholars. Up to this time, this position 
had to be filled by an Anglican clergy- 
man. This terminates a rule at the 
university that has been in effect for 
over three hundred years. 

The new statute did not go unop- 
posed. One scholar of Baliol remarked, 
“This is the thin edge of the wedge. 
They will be getting Greeks to teach 
Greek next.” In advocating the change, 
Professor G. R. Driver, one of the out- 
standing Semitic scholars of the west- 
ern world said, “As for scholarship, 
our clerical friends are not doing the 
work. There have been more than 
two thousand books and articles on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls in the last twelve 
years, but not one from the pen of an 
Anglican Hebraist. The motion for the 
change in rule was passed by a major- 
ity of 236 to 71. 


Isaiah 53 Refused in Bible Reading. 
—I have delayed in reporting this, 
awaiting the facts. Early in December, 
Bible Week in Canada was observed 
by the public reading of the Bible each 
day on the steps of the City Hall in 
Toronto. .On one of these days, Rabbi 
A. L. Feinberg was asked to read the 
53rd chapter of Isaiah. He refused, 
saying, “This chapter is one of the most 
contentious chapters in the Bible, and 
I am not going to read it. I do not 
know why they should have chosen 
this chapter. It is interpreted by some 
as predicting the coming of Jesus Christ. 
I am not going to go along with this.” 
He substituted the 42nd chapter of 
Isaiah. 

How strange that a Jew should re- 
fuse to read a chapter from one of his 
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own Old Testament prophets before a 
modern audience! 


A Mennonite Broadcast in Russian. 
—The Mennonite denomination, about 
which we do not hear much these days 
so far as Christian activity is concerned 
—which does not mean it is not active 
—has just announced that the Mennon- 
ite Broadcast, Inc., with headquarters 
at Harrisonburg, Virginia, has launched 
a Russian language broadcast to be 
called Golos Drooga, meaning “The 
Voice of a Friend.” This will be a 
fifteen-minute program beamed _ to 
western Europe and Russia from HCJB, 
the powerful short-wave station at 
Quito, Ecuador. It will be released 
each Tuesday at 5:30 am., Eastern 
Standard Time, or 1:30 p.m., Moscow 
time. The speaker will be Dr. Ivan 
Magal, a medical doctor and Mennon- 
ite minister, who will begin each broad- 
cast with medical or personal hygiene 
information, which will then be related 
to a spiritual theme. Dr. Magal is the 
editor of a Russian language paper 
called The New Way, with a circu- 
lation of seven thousand copies. 


“Christian News From Israel.”—One 
of the most interesting publications of 
the government of Israel is the quar- 
terly, Christian News From Israel, pub- 
lished by the Ministry for Religious 
Affairs, and now in its tenth year of 
circulation. The reports are very fair. 
I do not know of any other govern- 
ment in the world today that issues 
such a quarterly relating to religious 
activities in its own geographical area. 
The current issue contains items of 
wide interest, some of which one re- 
grets to see, and some of which give 
cause for rejoicing. 

Many readers of these columns will 
know of the great medical work 
founded at Tiberias in 1884 and carried 
on in the Scott Hospital by David W. 
Torrance, described so vividly in the 
volume, “A Galilee Doctor.” Until 1950 
this was managed by the son, Dr. Her- 
bert Torrance. It then ceased to func- 
tion as a regional maternity hospital, 
according to an agreement between the 
Israel Ministry of Health and _ the 
Church of Scotland, and the govern- 
ment established a large maternity 
hospital in a nearby village. It is esti- 
mated that over 14,000 Israelis were 
born in this hospital during the last 
sixty years. 

Numerous delegations and _ groups 
have been visiting Palestine, according 
to this journal, in the last few months, 
including one of thirty-eight Baptist 
clergymen and theologians from Missis- 
sippi—scholars such as the famous Cal- 
vinist theologian, Dr. Paul Jacobs, of 
the University of Munster, Bishop Ny- 
gren of Lund, a group of Catholic 
Biblical scholars from Great Britain, 
and a party of seventy-seven Catholic 
priests, including five bishops from the 
United States. 

A recent event of significance was 
the inauguration of the Israel-American 
Institute of Biblical Studies, located in 
the Street of the Prophets, Jerusalem. 
The first term opened with fourteen 








American students enrolled. I wa de- 
lighted to note the statement by the 
Director, Dr. Douglas Young, of Trin- 
ity Seminary (Evangelical Free Church 
of America) that he believed events in 
Israel were fulfilling prophecy. He says 
in part: 

“From a careful reading of the Word 
of God, the writer, his colleagues and 
a host of others, had reached the con- 
clusion that current events in the Mid- 
dle East seem to fulfill the prophecies 
of the Bible when those passages are 
taken in a direct sense. They rejected 
the allegorical or ‘spiritualizing’ type 
of interpretation applied by some seg- 
ments of Christendom. These ‘inter- 
pret’ the blessings found in the Old 
Testament as prophecies relating to the 
Church; while the curses are not in- 
terpreted in that way, but rather ac- 
cepted in their literal sense, to fall 
upon the people of the Old Testament, 
the Jews! 

“Taking the Scriptural blessing on 
Israel literally, it seemed clear to the 
writer and his colleagues that God was 
once again working in the history of 
Palestine-Israel. Furthermore, after 
carefully studying both sides of the 
Arab-Israel problem, it was apparent 
that their tourist friends and other 
groups in the United States were mis- 
representing the situation to the det- 
riment of Israel.” 


Church Parking Lot Taxation.—The 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court has passed 
a ruling that will result in an added 
financial burden for many churches. 
Two Christian Scientist churches of 
Philadelphia originally sued in Com- 
mon Pleas Court asking for tax ex- 
emptions for their parking lots. The 
Supreme Court’s decision, which was 
unanimous, means that church parking 
lots are subject to real estate taxation. 
Justice Bok, who wrote the opinion, 
said that he saw no reason to extend 
the tax exemption of churches beyond 
the actual place of worship. The City 
Solicitor for Philadelphia pointed up 
the fact that tax exemptions on park- 
ing lots would cost the city a large 
sum of money annually in revenue. 

All large cities today require that 
the church make adequate provision 
for the parking of cars, according to 
the seating capacity of the building, 
before a permit for construction is 
granted. If, then, a church must have 
a parking lot, and most churches are in 
neighborhoods of fairly high taxation, 
this will mean that all new churches 
will have to take into account this 
extra financial expenditure each year, 
which, in most areas, will probably 
increase through the years, rather than 
decrease. 


A Biblical Theater for Jerusalem.— 
Plans have just been announced for the 
establishment of a. Biblical theater in 
Jerusalem, under the patronage of Mrs. 
Halel Ben-Zvi, the wife of the presi- 
dent of Israel. The main purpose of 
the proposed theater is to present plays 
of a Biblical and historical character, 
in which leading Israeli actors would 
be invited to participate. 
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Daily Life Among the Aucas 
(Continued from page 289) 


irregularly clipped—Dayuma had given 
most of the men and boys “crew cuts” 
to help rid them of lice! 

Two pretty girls, also naked except 
for the same string around the hips, 
stood smiling beside their tiny leaf shel- 
ters. Their hair was cut in bangs from 
the ‘tops of the ears straight across the 
forehead, hanging to the shoulders in 
back. I was immediately impressed 
with the great dignity and simplicity 
that characterized them. Faced with 
six Quichua men, who were dressed in 
foreign clothing and carrying heavy 
loads and shotguns, the Aucas stood 
quietly and gazed steadily, showing 
neither fear nor _ self-consciousness. 
Dayuma introduced one of the girls to 
us as Gimari, her sister, whom we rec- 
ognized as having been in the photo- 
graphs taken by the five men on “Palm 
Beach.” They had nicknamed her De- 
lilah. She carried a beautiful baby 
boy in a sling of barkcloth over her 
shoulder. The other girl, slimmer and 
graceful in every movement, was Dawa, 
Kimu’s wife. 

Maenkamu went over to the man 
and thumped him on the _ shoulder. 
“Gikari!” she called to me, “This is my 
brother! This is my own brother!” He 
was still declaiming. I had not the 
least idea what he was talking about, 
and was too eccupied taking pictures 
and trying to talk to the two girls to 
make any attempt to write down his 
speech. Soon he seated himself on the 
log, Maenkamu at his side, talking con- 
tinually. Valerie sat down, too, and 
fixed her eyes on him, the first Auca 
man she had ever seen. I had told 
her plainly that her father had died, 
that he was living now “in Jesus’ 
house,” but I had said very little to 
her about how it had happened. I had 
wanted to save it until she could com- 
prehend it more fully. Somehow, how- 
ever, her mind had associated Aucas 
with her father. I watched her study 
Kimu’s face. Finally she spoke. 

“He looks like a daddy. Is that my 
daddy?” 

So these who had spelled “death” to 
me were to Valerie human beings, her 
own. She identified herself with them, 
and was ready to love as her own fa- 
ther the man who had helped to kill 
her father. There was nothing strange 
to her about the Aucas. She had been 
reared in an Indian environment. These 
were simply Indians, her friends. She 
had prayed that the Lord would “take 
us to Mintaka’s house.” Here we were, 
and she was content. 

When the first excitement of arrival 
was over, the women who had come 
with us quickly set to work preparing 
a meal of fish that had been caught 
on our way in. The Quichua men were 
invited to eat, and they all squatted 
around the leaf spread on the ground, 
Kimu among them, as though two 
months ago they would not have killed 
each other on sight. 

As twilight fell, we all gathered on 
the logs lying about the clearing, and 
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-reached this age. 





Thomas O. Chisholm 
Called Home 


HE Rev. Thomas O. Chisholm, writer 

of more than one thousand two 
hundred hymns and devotional verse, 
including “Living for Jesus” and “Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness,” passed away on 
February 29, at the age of ninety-three, 
at the Methodist Home, Ocean Grove, 
N. J. 

Mr. Chisholm was born on a farm 
near Franklyn, Ky., where he had a 
meager formal education at a log cabin 
school. His first job was as a reporter 
for a Louisville, Ky., newspaper. He 
became a Methodist preacher and 
moved to Winona Lake, Ind., to be near 
the headquarters of Billy Sunday and 
Homer Rodeheaver, who widely used 
his hymns. Moving to Vineland, N. J., 
in 1916, he engaged in the insurance 
business, writing and preaching until 
1953, when he entered the Methodist 
Home. 

He is survived by two married daugh- 
ters. 








the Quichuas sang some of their simple 
hymns; much to the amusement of the 
Aucas. Quite voluntarily, Fermin, a 
Quichua man, broke out in prayer, noth- 
ing of which was understood by the 
Aucas. 

“Our much beloved Father, you have 
brought us safely to this place. Here 
we are with our new friends. We say 
thank you very much. We love them, 
we prayed much for them. Show us 
how to live together like brothers. 
Open their hearts, plant your Word in 
them like seeds that will grow.” 

We were very grateful as we lay 
down on the bamboo to sleep that night. 
Gratitude is a form of worship, which 
is the end of faith. Once more we had 
seen the Word of God worth trusting. 
He cannot prove this to us unless we 
act upon it. 

Before dawn, I was awakened by 
Kimu going past my hut. “I’m going. 
Gikari! I’m going.” He was on his 
way to notify the others of our arrival. 
They were living in another location. 
Dayuma had chosen the one where we 
were, close to where she had lived as 
a child, and asked that the entire com- 
munity move there. There was of 
course no food there so far, so the ma- 
jority had stayed at home. until they 
heard we were there. Late in the after- 
noon of that second day, and for sev- 
eral days after, the Aucas arrived, fam- 
ily by family or in twos and threes. 
There were fifty-six in all, a few of 
whom did not show up for several 
weeks. 

Seven of these were adult men, the 
oldest being Gikita, a man of perhaps 
forty-five. He was lucky to have 
The odds against a 
man were great in a tribe where spear- 
ing was so common. Each of these men 
had a family and of course there were 
a number of widows. The rest were 
fatherless children. Not a very impres- 
sive group, considering how they had 
held their neighbors in terror for cen- 


turies and captured the interest of the 
world during the last three years. There 
was one other group of Aucas, the 
“downriver people,” who lived perhaps 
a*hundred miles away and were the 
most feared enemies of “our” group. 
Ten of their number were now living 
with these, included in the fifty-six we 
had counted. They told us that the 
downriver people were more numerous, 
probably numbering between a hundred 
and a hundred and fifty. There were 
no more, so far as anyone knew, except 
for two who lived isolated. somewhere 
near the Napo River. 

The few single women in the group 
were beautifully formed. The mothers 
seemed more than usually ravaged by 
childbearing. The men were all mus- 
cularly built, some stocky, some lean 
and wiry. The children were very 
healthy looking for the most part, with 
none of the symptoms so common 
among other jungle people—the dis- 
tended belly, scrawny neck, and limbs 
that betray intestinal parasites. 

Except for the crew-cut males, all 
had heavy black hair cut in the same 
type of bangs from ear to ear, hanging 
shoulder length in the back on the 
men, longer than that on the women. 

When they arrived they made no 
particular sign of recognition either of 
their friends or of us. They usually 
took seats on a log and began to talk, 
eyeing us rather casually from time to 
time. One or two fingered Valerie’s 
yellow hair, asked if she were male or 
female. She was not, so far as I could 
tell, an object of any special interest 
to them. They were not, as so many 
have supposed, “captivated” by the lit- 
tle blond foreigner. 

It was hard for me not to make some 
move toward them, to greet them in 
some way, or to touch them. I saw, 
however, that this was not done. I 
was a foreigner, and more conscious of 
it than I had ever been in my life. I 
was, for the first time, among a people 
who had had no experience whatever 
with foreigners. I was not an Ameri- 
can, not a “knowing one,” as some of 
the Quichuas called us, certainly I was 
not a member of the benefactor race. 
Apparently the testimony of Mintaka, 
Maenkamu, and Dayuma had been suf- 
ficient to convince the Aucas that we 
were not malefactors either, but I doubt 
that there were many points in our 
favor. , 

I tried to imagine what it must mean 
to them to find us there. Most of them 
had never seen anyone whom they did 
not know. And here, in a familiar 
place, they came upon strangers—of a 
strange color, of strange size, speaking 
a strange language—a people whom 
they had always believed to be canni- 
bals. And these people, according to 
the three women, would live here now, 
and be their friends! What were their 
true feelings? Can they possibly have 
trusted us? 

Yet, in a matter-of-fact way, they ac- 
cepted us. Not with open arms, to be 
sure—it is not their custom to receive 
anyone in that way, even their own 


(Continued on page 303) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. APRIL 24. HUNGER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Matthew 5:6, 7; 13:44-46; 18:21-35; printed text, 5:6, 7; 13:44-46; 18:23-33 


Golden Text.—Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled.—Matt. 5:6 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 


Chap. 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he 
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, 
and buyeth that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant 
man, seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all that he had, and er it. 


Chap. 18:23 Therefore is the siatiain of heaven likened 
unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. 

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord com- 
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. 

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, 


. Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee: all. 
27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with com- 
passion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 


28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he 
laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay 
me that thou owest. 

29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and be- 
sought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all. 

30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, 
till he should pay the debt. 


31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that 
was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 
him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me: 

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 


the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


































The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ITIZENS of the Kingdom of 
C Heaven—the realm or sphere of 

which Christ’s rule is recognized 
—are to exhibit virtues that glorify 
their King. One of these virtues is 
righteousness. Another is mercy. Our 
lesson is entitled “Hunger for Right- 
eousness.” The saints of God are to 
yearn not only after righteousness but 
also after mercy and other graces of 
character which reflect their Saviour’s 
praise. 

The world is under the dominion of 
Satan (cf. John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:3, 4). 
Men should seek after, value, and cher- 
ish the things of Christ—His salvation, 
His continuing presence, His production 
through the Holy Spirit of godly char- 
acter in their lives—more than the 
choicest treasures of earth. No “pearl” 
this world affords can compare with 
the blessedness of salvation through the 
Son of God and of a hqly walk with 
Him. 

Proof of the believer’s right relation- 
ship to Christ is seen in his daily liv- 
ing. One of the most beautiful gems 
that should adorn his conduct is mercy. 
God showed him mercy in sending His 
Son to redeem him. He in turn should 
be merciful to those around him. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 5:6.—“Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled.” Hap- 
piness and satisfaction are the portion, 
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not of those who are satiated with self- 
righteousness, but of those who sense 
their deep need of God and of the 
righteousness that He first puts to their 
account and then by His Spirit im- 
plants in their souls (cf. Psa. 42:1). 


Verse 7.—“Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy.” Our Lord 
is not teaching that God reveals His 
mercy in saving people who prove 
worthy of salvation by themselves ex- 
hibiting mercy. The message is rather: 
His saved people whose hearts are 
moved with tender compassion toward 
men, sense ever more keenly the mercy 
of God that saved them and now keeps 
them. Fresh revelations of divine 
mercy reward those who are themselves 
merciful. 

Matt. 13:44—“. . the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto treasure hid in a 
field ... when a man hath found, he 
hideth ... for joy ... selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field.” This 
parable stresses the infinite value of 
Christ and the new values He brings 
to the soul; the thrill and joy of finding 
Him; and the inestimable, incompa- 
rable worth of the things of God. It 
also suggests the staggering price our 
Saviour paid on Calvary when He 
bought His own unto Himself. 


Verse 45.—“. .. the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a merchant man, seeking 
goddly pearls.” In the previous par- 
able the man “found” treasure, as 
though by accident; the sinner was 
suddenly converted. Here the man is 
“seeking.” ‘The implication is that even 
those on a quest after the pearls of 
virtue or piety need Christ, the “pearl” 


that transcends all else. The parable 
also intimates that the Lord Jesus, the 
“merchant man,” sought His “pearl,” 
His redeemed people. 

Verse 46—“Who, when he had found 
one pearl of great price, went and sold 
all that he had, and bought it.” Two 
parallel thoughts: (1) the supreme 
value of Christ Jesus, His salvation and 
rule in human hearts; (2) the utter 
self-abnegation of our~ Lord in laying 
aside the glory He had with the Father, 
“all that he had,” and in pouring out 
His precious blood to purchase the 
Church unto Himself. 

Matt. 18:23—“Therefore is the king- 
dom of heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take account of his 
servants.” To “take account” is to 
“make a reckoning,” i.e., receive a fi- 
nancial report. The “servants” were au- 
thorized officials who managed the 
royal affairs. 

Verse 24—“. . . when he had begun 
to reckon, one was brought . . . which 
owed him ten thousand talents.” The 
value of a “talent” varied in different 
centuries and nations. 10,000 talents 
was a weight of silver or gold worth 
millions of American dollars. The serv- 
ant was “brought,” i.e., conducted prob- 
ably involuntarily, into the _ king’s 
presence to report his revenues. 

Verse 25—“. . . he had not to pay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold... 
his wife, and children ... all that he 
had, and payment to be made.” The 
sale of debtors, and in this case of the 
man’s family as part of his property, 
was not unheard of in Hebrew law and 
custom (e.g., Lev. 25:39; 2 Kings 4:1). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








an 
pai 


r-jnoauws 2 


a, 42a ao 





ee: all. 
com- 


of his 
nd he 
t, Pay 


d be- 
ll pay 


rison, 


they 
l that 


unto 
debt, 


1 thy 


Inter- 
y 


rable 
, the 
2arl,” 


ound 
sold 
Two 
‘eme 
and 
itter 
ying 
ther, 
out 


ing- 
tain 
his 
to 
fi- 


the 


gun 
ich 
The 
ent 
ntg 
rth 
r'v- 
ob- 
1g’S 


ay, 


‘he 
he 


nd 
OF 


ES 








Verse 26—“The servant ... fell down, 
and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have 
patience with. me, and I will pay thee 
all.” Behind the profound respect he 
showed his master in prostrating him- 
self in normal Oriental fashion before 
him, lay a plot to squeeze money from 
others. While seeking mercy he was 
himself planning to be unmerciful. He 
would wear the shoe of compassion on 
one foot but not on the other! 


Verse 27.—“. . . the lord . . was 
moved with compassion ... loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt.” Grace 


reaches beyond mere patience (vv. 26) 
to forgiveness. The Lord’s justice was 
balanced by mercy. Apparently the 
debtor was a captive prior to his sale. 
Now his physical as well as financial 
bonds are loosed. 


Verse 28.—“. . . the same servant... 
found one of his fellowservants, which 
owed him an hundred pence .. . he 


laid hands on him .. . took him by the 
throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.” 
“An hundred pence” was less than one 
millionth of the sum due the lord. The 
servant was indeed “the same”: his 
master’s kindness had not softened his 
heart. Note the contrasts: (1) he was 
his master’s servant; his victim was on 
his own social level; (2) he owed a 
vast fortune; he was owed a relatively 
small amount; (3) he had been simply 
arrested; but he adopted drastic meas- 
ures to obtain the money due him; (4) 
he had been forgiven; but he showed 
no mercy. 


Verse 29.—“. . . his fellowservant fell 
down ... besought him... Have pa- 
tience with me, and I will pay thee 
all.” Observe (1) that the debtor uses 
the same words as in verse 26; (2) 
that while the first servant could never 
have repaid his great debt, the second 
could have done so (a penny was sim- 
ply a day’s wages for a laborer). 


Verse 30.—‘And he would not: but 

. cast him into prison, till he should 
pay the debt.” This shocking treatment 
of a debtor reveals (1) that his creditor 
was impatient as well as unmerciful; 
(2) that he was unwise, for imprison- 
ment would restrain his victim from 
earning the necessary money. 


Verse 31.—“. 

.. were very sorry, and... told unto 
their lord all that was done.” Heart 
attitudes do not depend on social status: 
the other servants were moved to sor- 
row (to be angry was the lord’s pre- 
rogative as controlling his servants, cf. 
v. 34). The servants’ report was given, 
not because they were vindictive, but 
in the effort to release their mistreated, 
imprisoned friend. 


Verse 32—“Then his lord . . . said 
unto him, O thou wicked servant, I 
forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me.” “Desiredst” is “entreat- 
edst,” or “besoughtest.” “All that debt” 
suggests the enormous contrast between 
the amount owed the lord and that 
owed his servant. The crux of the 
servant’s disgraceful conduct is here re- 
vealed: he was “wicked” in heart, un- 
deserving of mercy. 


his fellowservants 


April 9, 1960 (Lesson for April 24) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


8. April 17.—Children of the Resur- 
rection. Mark 16:1-8; Colossians 3:1-15 


Next Week’s Lesson 
5. May 1.—The Pure in Heart. Matthew 
5:8, 27-37; 23:25, 26; Luke 2:52; 
9:61, 62; Philippians 4:8 








Verse 33.—“Shouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on thy fellow- 
servant, even as I had pity on thee?” 
The same Greek verb is used for “have 
had compassion” and “had pity.” The 
lord’s loving mercy should have been 
a pattern to be followed exactly by his 
servant. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Blessings guaranteed (Matt. 5:6, 7) 

2. Treasure attained (13: 44-46) 

3. Mercy exhibited, then denied (18: 
21-35) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The parable of the compassionate lord 
and his servants (Matt. 18:21-35) was 
spoken in connection with Peter’s ques- 
tion concerning forgiveness (v. 21). 
Just how forgiving and merciful should 
a believer be? The rabbis taught that 
forgiveness might be requested three 
times. Peter suggested seven times— 
a considerable improvement. Our Lord 
multiplied Peter’s estimate by seventy. 
Forgiveness is not a matter of statistics 
but of the merciful heart. 

Two aspects of the parable need to 
be stressed. 

First, the Lord Jesus is not advocat- 
ing mercy as a condition, but as a fruit 
of salvation. The soul that has ex- 
perienced the mercy of God in redemp- 
tion must show mercy to others. The 
servant’s tremendous debt suggests the 
extent of man’s shortcomings. His con- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HO creates spiritual hunger in the 
hearts of God’s people? 

2. Name three points of similarity 
between the parables of the hidden 
treasure and the pearl. 

3. Why did Peter suggest that a man 
forgive his brother seven times? 

4. What drastic measures was the 
lord about to take against his default- 
ing servant? 

5. What two wicked qualities are re- 
vealed by the servant’s insistence that 
he would repay his debt? 

6. What moved his lord to forgive 
him? 

7. What similarity may be seen in 
the two requests of the servants? 

8. How did the forgiven servant mis- 
treat his fellow servant physically? 

9. What two outstanding contrasts 
are discernible in the lord’s treatment 
of his servant, and the servant’s treat- 
ment of his fellow servant? 

10. What is the essential teaching of 
this parable? 


(Answers on page 298) 





duct reveals the perversity of the 
human heart. The Saviour’s condescen- 
sion in leaving the bosom of the Father, 
becoming incarnate and dying for sin- 
ners, was an evidence of mercy far 
transcending any paltry “seventy times 
seven.” 

Second, out of gratitude for Christ’s 
saving ministry on his behalf, and 
prompted by mercy engendered in his 
soul by the Holy Spirit, the believer is 
to be careful to forgive others as he 
has been forgiven (study Eph. 4:32). 
The constant remembrance of the price 
his Saviour paid that he might be for- 
given will check the temptation to self- 
seeking, and will summon him to deeds 
of love that originate in a melted, 
thankful, merciful heart. 


Topics for Development 

Forgiveness. ‘Thank God that His 
mercy is infinite (cf. Matt. 18:22; Psa. 
103:8-12, 17). Man is by nature des- 
perately wicked. God could with im- 
punity have allowed him to pay the 
penalty of his sins in hell, but His 
mercy intervened. He could have ig- 
nored or overlooked human sin, but 
His righteousness made this impossible. 
The divine solution is perfect. God 
sent His Son in mercy to take the 
place of sinners, to bear their guilt, 
and to die the death they deserved. 
And on that basis He extends forgive- 
ness to all who believe and receive His 
blessed Son as Saviour. 

In the Son of God is forgiveness of 
sins (cf. Acts 13:38; 26:18; Eph. 1:7). 
Praise the Lord! Then let the forgiven 
soul be forgiving; let the heart re- 
deemed by mercy manifest mercy to 
others. 


Practical Applications 

Never permit the husks of this world 
to spoil your appetite for the heavenly 
manna of righteousness, mercy, holi- 
ness, and love. Hunger increasingly 
for Christ. 

A millionaire is a pauper until he 
finds the pearl of great price. A beggar 
is rich when he discovers the eternal 
treasures in Christ. 

Praise God that your sins are for- 


given. But translate your praise into 
conduct. Do not be easily offended by 
others. Do not be oversensitive. Drop 


any chip that may have fallen on your 
shoulder. Allow the mercy and for- 
giveness Christ has showered upon you 
to spill over on to others. 

Examine your heart, beloved. Are 
you cherishing any ill will against a 
neighbor? 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:6—“Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled.” The 
Holy Spirit puts the hunger, the thirst, 
the desire into the hearts of the people 
of God. He Himself fulfills their de- 
sire, thus: as they keep yielded to Him, 
He produces His lovely fruit in them 
(cf. Gal. 5:22, 23), the graces of purity, 


holiness, righteousness, and love for 
which their souls have longed. 
MeEp1A, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
* By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“I Will Sing of My Redeemer”’ 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 
“QO Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Most 
holy and merciful Father, whose pa- 
tience with us is wonderful, let such 
patience dwell in us that we may be 
merciful as Thdéu art merciful. Let 
also Thy Holy Spirit dwell in us that 
we might be holy as Thou art holy. 
Remember not against us our many 
sins, but give us to hunger and thirst 
to be right in Thy sight and then sat- 
isfy that hunger and thirst. This we 
trust Thee to do for us because of the 
sacrifice made by our Saviour for the 
covering of our sins and their blotting 
out. Bless and use this lesson to further 
Thy work in our hearts. And in every 
place where Thy truth goes out today, 
let it be mighty in its saving and 
cleansing power. To the nations give 
good and wise leaders for our times. 
To Thy church give revival and cleans- 
ing leading to increased power in serv- 
ing Christ and human need. To those 
ill in body, mind, or soul grant heal- 
ing, and to all the distressed give fitting 
mercies. Now open to us Thy truth 
and help us to lay it to heart as we 
ought, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson. gathers 
around the two beatitudes concerning 


FORGIVE 


those who hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness and those who are merciful. 
One writer says, “We ought to forgive 
ourselves little and others much.” 
Those words tie in perfectly with these 
beatitudes. 

It is those who forgive themselves 
little who hunger and thirst to be right- 
eous. Those who are ever excusing 
themselves and take light views of their 
sins never crave earnestly to be better, 
for they see little wrong in themselves. 
So they miss being filled with the 
righteousness Christ came to impart. 
Where do you stand in all this? Do 
you forgive yourself little or much? 

And what of being merciful to oth- 
ers? Do you forgive others much or lit- 
tle? Does injury done to you make you 
resentful, hard, and unforgiving? The 
unforgiving servant of Matthew 18 for- 
feited the mercy of his master by be- 
ing unmerciful to a fellow servant. He 
therefore received such severity as he 
had shown to another and our Lord 





YOURSELF LITTLE 
OTHERS MUCH 

















Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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says: “So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trespasses.” Learn to for- 
give yourself little and others much. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... they which do hunger . . . shall 
be filled” (Matt. 5:6).—It does not im- 
poverish the Lord to give, nor does it 
enrich Him to withhold. He delights 
to fill hungry and thirsty souls. Too 
many of us are like Philip when con- 
fronted with a hungry multitude. We 
begin to think what it will cost that 
“ . . every one of them may take a 
little’ (John 6:7). It was not until 
the people were filled that the Lord 
said, “Gather up the fragments.” And 
concerning the fragments, it is written, 
“Therefore they gathered them together, 
and filled twelve baskets” (v. 13). 

As Creator, the Lord gives us rain 
from heaven and fruitful seasons “fill- 
ing our hearts with food and gladness” 
(Acts 14:17). As the God of hope, He 
will fill all who take Him at His word 
“with all joy and peace” (Rom. 15:13). 

He enjoins us to “be filled with the 
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). And the apostle 
prayed that believers might be “filled 
with all the fulness of God” (Eph. 3: 
19). 

When the Lord returns to reign, “the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 

There was once a very poor girl 
who never seemed to get enough food 
to fill her, nor enough clothes to cover 
her properly. Some thoughtful person 
took that little girl on a trip to see the 
ocean. As she took one look. at that 
amazingly large body of water, she 
exclaimed, “Well, there is one thing of 
which there is enough!” 

May we never forget there is no 
stint with our God; and He loves to 
bless the longing, thirsty souls. 

“ . . the merciful .. . shall obtain 
mercy” (Matt. 5:7).—I look upon mercy 
as being that facet in the love of God 
that meets us in our distresses. Con- 
sider the persons who cried to the Lord 
for mercy. Bartimaeus, in the distress 
of blindness (Mark 10:47); the ten in 
the distress of leprosy (Luke 17:13); 
and the father in the deep distress of 
having a demon-possessed son (Matt. 
17:15). 

Today we are confronted with mul- 
titudes of unmerciful people (Rom. 1: 
31). Think, for example, of the many 
teen-age groups who seek all manner 
of “instruments of cruelty” to use .on 
their victims. Think of dictators who 
purge hundreds of thousands, yes, mil- 
lions of their subjects in the most 
fiendish ways! 

“With the merciful thou wilt shew 
thyself merciful,” said the psalmist (18: 
25). God “is rich in mercy” (Eph. 2: 











4), and “his mercy endureth for ever” 
(Psa. 136:1). 

A young lady, who was a pianist of 
considerable skill, sometimes found it 
difficult to secure engagements and earn 
her living as she desired. She was 
going to give a recital in a continental 
city and she fell into a very sad temp- 
tation. She was to play some of the 
works of the celebrated Franz Liszt, 
and she felt that if she could somehow 
get the prestige of his name (he was at 
the height of his popularity at that 
time) it would greatly help her. So, 
she had herself advertised as being a 
pupil of the celebrated man, although 
she had never seen him. 

However, when she arrived at the 
town a day before and engaged her 
room in the hotel, she was astonished 
to see the name of Franz Liszt in the 
hotel register! The great man was him- 
self actually in the town. She had an 
anxious night, overwhelmed with hor- 
ror and remorse. She thought: ‘“What- 
ever shall I do? I am ruined. He will 
refute me. I am caught indeed.” 

After breakfast the next day, in her 
distress, she sought an interview with 
him. She told the truth and broke into 
tears. He said: “My dear young lady, 
what possessed you to do a thing like 
this? Why wreck your fair name at 
the beginning of your career?” She 
told him of her struggles and of how 
she was tempted to do it. At last he 
said quietly: “My dear young lady, I 
forgive you. We will say no more 
about it.” 

Then said he, “What were the works 
of mine you were going to play?” “Oh,” 
she said, “so-and-so and so-and-so.” He 
said, “I should like to hear you play 
them on the piano.” In the presence 
of the master she had to play a piece. 
He said: “Yes, very good, but I should 
rather play it like this.” And he played 
the piece so that she might get the idea. 

Then she played it again and he 
listened and suggested this and that. 

Suddenly, he said: “Look here, made- 
moiselle, you are my pupil; for I have 
just given you a lesson: and as I hap- 
pen to have a free evening, with your 
permission I am comhing to your con- 
cert and I will introduce you to your 
audience.” 

He redeemed the situation and she 
found her concert a brilliant success 
because of the mercy shown her. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I doubt if you have 

ever made use of the perfectly good 
English word righteousness in conver- 
sation or otherwise. You may have 
repeated it by rote when you mem- 
orized the Beatitudes, but it slid off 
your tongue, meaningless, and left lit- 
tle or no impression. I doubt if you 
have ever been consciously thirsty for 
righteousness. Thirsty with you merely 
calls for a drink of water; hungry means 
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you want food—and right now. But I 
want you to know that those three 
words, “hunger,” “thirst,” and “right- 
eousness” in the fourth Beatitude, as 
spoken by our Lord, are of tremen- 
dous importance to you—and right now. 
The sooner you grasp the full meaning 
of them the better. 


Physical hunger and thirst are very 
definite sensations; you learned to know 
them very soon after you were born, 
before you knew anything else, and 
they have grown up with you. But 
there is in man a hunger and thirst 
for. something to worship. Even the 
savages of the jungle try to worship 
something as a god, mainly through 
fear of evil. That is what opens the 
way for the hideous practices of witch 
doctors among ignorant tribes, and sub- 
jects the victims to cruel persecutions. 


Do you know what causes physical 
hunger? Of course you would say it 
is a craving for food, and that is cor- 
rect. A few hours after one has eaten 
a hearty meal and thorough digestion 
has taken place, the stomach becomes 
empty. <A doctor told me that the 
membrane walls of the stomach begin 
grinding together, which causes hunger 
to the extent of real pain if more food 
is not swallowed to fill the gap. Well, 
that sounds reasonable enough, but _it 
does not tell us how “hunger for right- 
eousness” can be stimulated. This leads 
also to the question: “What is right- 
eousness?” The Beatitude says they 
that hunger for righteousness are 
“blessed.” ‘“Supremely happy” is one 
shade of the meaning of the original 
Greek. That would indicate that one 
who does not hunger and thirst for 
righteousness is unhappy, or possibly 
supremely unhappy. And that is true. 
One who does not depend upon God 
for his happiness may for a time ap- 
pear contented with what the world 
can offer, but it does not last; in many 
cases it is short lived; then an unsatis- 
fied longing that he cannot define 
makes him very miserable. Here it is 
that sometimes a fellow, through the 
help of a Christian friend, or maybe a 
sermon or something he reads discovers 
how he has “missed the boat” and he 
turns in his hunger and thirst to Jesus 
Christ, the true source of all that is 
good. “Blessed are they which do hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled.” No one ever comes 
to Jesus for help in his spiritual life 
but that he receives abundantly more 
than he can ask or think. 


Fellows, if you have not made that 
shift from the unsatisfying, the disap- 
pointing world, do it now; no one ever 
goes to Jesus in faith and fails to get 
help, God’s Word says so. “How ex- 
cellent is thy loving-kindness, O God! 
therefore the children of men put their 
trust under the shadow of thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with 
the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt 
make them drink of the river of thy 
pleasures. For with thee is the foun- 
tain of life: in thy light shall we see 
light” (Psa. 36:7-9). “My soul, wait 
thou only upon God; for my expecta- 
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tion is from him” (62:5). “My soul 
shall be satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee 
with joyful lips” (63:5). “Because thou 
hast been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of thy wings will I rejoice” 
(¥. 'B. 
WEAVERVLLLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn Question and An- 

swer 3 on the card, “God the Son”: 
“Is Jesus Christ God?” “Unto the Son 
he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever” (Heb. 1:8). 

This is a most important verse. 
There are people who call themselves 
Christians and yet say that Jesus was 
no more divine than the rest of us. 
Such people either do not know the 
Word of God, or else do not believe it. 
For here in Hebrews it is written that 
God the Father said to God the Son, 
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever.” Certainly nothing like this could 
ever be said to anyone but the Lord 
Jesus. Remember this verse as long 
as you live, and you will never join 
any church that does not teach the 
deity of Christ. 

The fact that Jesus Christ is God as 
well as man makes His word final on 
every subject. 

The first verse in our lesson is Mat- 
thew 5:6. If I could choose just one 
blessing from God for each of us in this 
class, I would choose a greater hunger 
and thirst after righteousness. A man 
who some years ago explored Central 
Asia says that the quantity of water in 
Turkistan is diminishing, so that a num- 
ber of oases have dried up and have 
had to be abandoned. This drying up 
of their land grieves the people there. 
If our Christian lives are drying up, 
instead of blossoming for the Lord, it 
is because we are neglecting the Bible 
and prayer. This is easy to do, with 
schoolwork, home duties, and TV, but 
it is a great mistake. Our souls receive 
both food and water from fellowship 
with the Lord. When we forget His 
claims, we become weak Christians, we 
lose our joy and our testimony to the 
unsaved. Worst of all, we grieve the 
One who loves us most. 

There is only one way to make time 
for daily Bible reading and prayer, 
and that is to give it first place. 

Read Matthew 13:44-46. It seems to 
me that both these parables stress what 
Christ did, not what we have done. 
He gave all to redeem us to God—both 
Jews and Gentiles. But when some- 
one refers to Christ as the treasure, or 
the pearl of great price, we need not 
object, for He is everything precious 
and glorious to all who really know 
Him. 

In view of our Saviour’s great love 
and sacrifice for us, we should sacrifice 
anything else rather than neglect Him, 
shouldn’t we? Here is a good prayer 





for all of us, “Lord, give me more hun- 
ger for Thy Word.” 

A fine Christian girl who is graduat- 
ing from high school this June, gave 


the following testimony: “I finally de- 
cided that I must read my Bible and 
pray every day, even though it didn’t 
interest me much. The first six months 
or so, I found it dry and uninteresting. 
Then God’s Word began to open up to 
me. I enjoyed it more and more, till 
now my time for devotions is the hap- 
piest part of the day.” Won’t you girls 
try this, too? 

Now read Matthew 5:7. In connec- 
tion with this Beatitude we will read 
Matthew 18:23-33. This parable shows 
the importance of being merciful, 
doesn’t it? Whenever someone wrongs 
you in any way, so that it is hard to 
forgive him, try this: Ask God to give 
you a fresh realization of His great 
mercy toward you, and to remind you 
how many times He has freely forgiven 
you. You will find that the wrong that 
seemed so great is small compared with 
our Saviour’s forgiveness and mercy. 

In the colonial days, an Indian came 
to a Massachusetts inn, and asked for 
food and a night’s lodging, but ad- 
mitted that he had no money. The 
landlady was driving him away, when 
a man-nearby told her to give the In- 
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dian supper and shelter, saying that 
he would pay the bill. 

Years later that kindly settler was 
captured by some hostile Indians, car- 
ried away, and made a slave. One day 
an Indian from another tribe came to 
the village and saw the white man. 
After talking with the village chief, he 
gave the prisoner a gun, and said to 
him, “Follow me.” Day after day he 
silently led the white man through 
endless woods. Then one afternoon 
they suddenly came upon the very town 
in Massachusetts where that inn was lo- 
cated. The Indian said, “Do you know 
this place?” “Yes,” said the settler. 
The Indian said, “I came here starving, 
and you paid for my supper and bed. 
I remember, so when I see you prisoner 
I set you free, and bring you here, so 
you can go home.” 

This story shows that even in this 
life, the merciful obtain mercy. 

If we read our Bibles every day, we 
will become like our Lord and will en- 
joy the blessings promised to the mer- 
ciful. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N.. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Give God the Bit!—Blessed are they 

which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled (Matt. 
5:6, Golden Text). Some years ago, a 
speaker at Keswick (England), the Rev. 
C. G. Moore, urged the young people 
among his listeners to give the whole 
of their lives to God, “to be filled with 
His presence, sustained by His grace, 
and crowned with His marvelous good- 
ness and loving-kindness.” Then he 
turned to the older folk and said, “Some 
of you say, ‘I wish I had heard this and 
acted upon it years ago. There is only 
a bit of my life left.’ Give God the 
bit, and He will astonish the angels and 
you before He is done with you! Give 
Him the bit; give Him the bit!” said 
the preacher. All this is still true. 
Matthew 5:6 applies to all ages. Oc- 
casionally there is a picture in the 
papers of five generations of one family 
all posed together—baby, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, and 
great-great-grandmother. All of those 
who are capable of hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness may claim 
this promise for themselves. There is 
no age limit—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Mercy Is for the Undeserving.— 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain mercy (Matt. 5:7). Mercy is 
the bestowal of favor upon the unde- 
serving. It is inconsistent to discrim- 


inate between people by saying that 
one deserves mercy and another does 
not. If one is deserving, then he does 
not need mercy, but is in unbroken re- 
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lation with us. It is the person who 
has thrown a stone through our win- 
dow, who has lied against us, who has 
stolen our property, or who has smitten 
us without cause—it is he who needs 
mercy. Being merciful to him will 
make us blessed. More than this, when 
we are merciful, it pleases God and 
disposes Him to bestow mercy upon 
us.—From Higley’s Commentary. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


All for a Child’s Return.—Who, when 
he had found one pearl of great price, 
went and sold all that he had, and 
bought it (Matt. 13:46). There is much 
that is inspiring, as it is pathetic, in the 
advertisement of a laborer and his wife 
in a small Michigan town asking news 
of a vanished daughter. This humble 
couple offer to give all they possess 
for news leadng to the recovery of 
their lost child. As an earnest of good 
faith, they append an inventory of their 
entire possessions. It is not a long list: 
a cottage home and furniture worth 
$1,400 and paid for out of a lifetime’s 
earnings; $200 in the bank, the father’s 
silver watch and the mother’s wedding 
ring. For the restoration to their arms 
of the loved daughter, they will gladly 
surrender all. Homeless and penniless 
they will cheerfully start life all over 
again. For love, this laborer and his 
wife had no material price too great to 
pay, no sacrifice worth counting. They 
are like the wise man in the parable, 
glad to sell all that he had in order to 
buy the pearl of great price—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 295) 


1. The Holy Spirit. 


2. Three of the following: (1) the 
object in question was valuable; (2) 
the man found it; (3) he sold all that 
he had; (4) he bought it. 


3. The rabbinical number was three; 
the number seven would show that our 
Lord’s regime excelled that of the He- 
brews. 


4. He was about to sell him, his 
family, and belongings into slavery 
(Matt. 18:25). 


5. His presumptuous pride (for the 
debt was enormous); and his cruelty 
(already he was planning to mistreat 
his fellow servant). 

6. Sheer compassion (v. 27). 

7. Each asked his creditor to be pa- 
tient, and each promised to pay his 
debt (vv. 26, 29). 

8. He seized him by the throat and 
cast him into prison (vv. 28, 30). 

9. The contrast in the size of the 
debt (vv. 24, 28); the contrast between 
mercy and retribution (vv. 27, 30). 

10. The forgiven soul must forgive; 
hardness of heart will not be ignored 
by God (v. 35). 

MeEpIA, Pa. 





Drop That Penny!—Sold all that he 
had (Matt. 13:46.). <A little child was 
one day playing with a very valuable 
vase, when he put his hand into it and 
could not withdraw it. His father, too, 
tried his best to get it out but all in 
vain. They were talking of breaking 
the vase, when the father said, “Now, 
son, make one more try. Open your 
hand, and hold your fingers out straight, 
as you see me doing, and then pull.” 
To the astonishment of all, the little 
fellow said: “Oh, no. I couldn’t put 
out my fingers like that, for if I did, I 
would drop my penny.” He had been 
holding a penny all the time! No won- 
der he could not withdraw his hand. 
How many of us are like him! Drop the 
penny, surrender, let go, and God will 
give you gold.—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


The Perfect General.—And he would 
not: but went and cast him into prison 
(Matt. 18:30). John Wesley was once 
traveling with a general who became 
angry with his servant. On the man’s 
asking forgiveness for his offense, the 
general replied, “I never forgive!” 
“Then, sir,” interposed Wesley quietly, 
“I hope you never sin!”"—From The 
Prophetic News. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Forgiving a Cruel Husband.—I for- 
gave thee (Matt. 18:32). The wife of 
a Zulu chief attended a Salvation Army 
meeting and heard and responded to 
the call of Jesus. When her husband 
heard of this he forbade her to go again 
on pain of death. However, eager to 
hear more about Jesus, she dared to 
go, and when her husband knew of 
this he met her on her return journey 
and beat her so savagely that he left 
her for dead. By and by his curiosity 
moved him to go back and look at her. 
She was not where he had left her, but 
he noticed broken twigs and found her 
lying under a bush. Covering her with 
his cruel eyes, he leered, “And what 
can your Jesus Christ do for you now?” 
She opened her eyes, and looking at 
him, said gently, “He helps me to for- 
give you!”—From “In the Land of His 


Love,” by Mrs. M. L. Carpenter. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Better not Get Your’ Rights— 


Shouldest not thou also have had com- 
passion on thy fellowservant, even as 
I had pity on thee? (Matt. 18:33.) 
Many years ago as a little fellow I at- 
tended a meeting in Toronto where 
some difficulty had come up between 
brethren. My dear mother took me 
along. “Little pitchers have big ears,” 
and I well remember how horrified I 
was to see men I esteemed and had 
been taught to respect apparently so 
indignant with each other. I can re- 
member one man springing to his feet 
and with clenched fist saying, “I will 
put up- with a good deal, but one thing 
I will not put up with, I will not allow 
you to put anything over on me; I 
will have my rights!” An old Scots- 
man who was rather hard of hearing 
leaned forward, holding his ears, and 
said, “What was that, brother? I did 
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not get that!” “I say, I will have my 
rights,” said the man. “But you did 
not mean that; did you? Your rights? 
If you-had your rights you would be 
in hell; wouldn’t you? And you are 
forgetting—aren’t you?—that Jesus did 
not come to get His rights; He came to 
get His wrongs, and He got them.” I 
can still. see that man standing there 
for a moment like one transfixed, and 
then the tears broke from his eyes and 
he said, “Brethren, I have been all 
wrong. Handle the case as you think 
best,” and he sat down with his face 
in his hands and sobbed before the 
Lord, and everything was settled in 
three minutes.,.—From H. A. Ironside. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N.Y. Prize illustration. 


ve 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Being Ready To Forgive 
(Matt. 5:6, 7; 18:23-31) 
SE again the scene of the Lord 
teaching on the hillside. Review 
the first three rules He gave for being 
happy, and cite instances recently ob- 
served or recorded in the papers which 
illustrate their application in real life. 
You might have a plate of fudge, or 
other treat of which boys and girls are 
fond, to introduce rule four. 

Were you ever really hungry? or 
thirsty? Even though you had a good 
breakfast and are not really hungry 
now, maybe you can hardly wait to 
have a piece of fudge! Over in the 
land where the Lord Jesus lived, peo- 
ple were often really hungry and 
thirsty. But He must have surprised 
them that morning on the hillside when 
He went on teaching the rules for hap- 
piness: (quote Matt. 5:6). Imagine be- 
ing hungry for goodness! Starving to 
death if you could not get right with 
God! 

Does mother sometimes tell you you 
are a good girl (or boy)? Remember 
the Lord’s story about the man praying 
in the Temple, who thought he was so 
good—he did not cheat, he always said 
his prayers, he gave his tithes to God. 
But the Lord said that when that man 
went home, he was not right with God. 
The Bible says that all our goodness— 
“righteousness”—is nothing but dirty 
rags in God’s sight (Isa. 64:6). “There 
is norie righteous, no, not one. .. . For 
all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:10, 23). 

When a person gets really hungry for 
goodness and God, he can have all he 
wants! He “shall be filled.” How? 
Can you name one person who was al- 
ways good, and did what was right? 
The Lord Jesus! God makes this of- 
fer: if you are sorry for your sins and 
accept the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, 
He takes your sins; you take His good- 
hess, His righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21). 
What a fool a person would be to turn 
down an offer like that! And how 
much do we have to do to get this per- 
fect righteousness of the Lord Jesus to 
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One of These Needs YOU! 


Answer the Appeal of a Little Child 





WILL YOU SPONSOR A DEAR KOREAN ORPHAN FOR ONLY EIGHT 
DOLLARS A MONTH? TRY IT AND SEE WHAT JOY IT WILL BRING YOU 


You may select your own child from the pictures above and become a sponsor of one 
of these dear Korean orphan children. (You may ask a friend to be a co-sponsor with 
you—$4 each). You may write and send parcels to him any time you wish. He will 
answer and send you a picture of himself with the clothing on, toys in hand, etc. My! 
What joy this brings! Every day these children are taught the Bible, sing Christian songs, 
earnestly pray. Every child is led to receive-Christ as his personal Saviour. They all attend 
church, Sunday school, and other services. All staff members are earnest Christians. 


FROM A GANG OF BEGGARS 


Number 1C, Lee Won II, cannot remember his parents at all. He was found begging in 
the market with a gang of beggar boys. Now he is a changed boy in our Little Lamb’s 
Orphanage in Seoul. He loves to tell of his past as a beggar and the change that has 
taken place in his life since he learned of Christ and His salvation. 


Each child is waiting to have an American or Canadian “Daddy and Mommie”! For only 
$8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or your Sunday school, Bible class, Junior 
Church, Ladies group, etc., will help bring Christ to your chosen boy or girl and train 
him to be a Christian leader in Korea. This $8 provides all the needs of the child, including 
school tuition which is not free in Korea. 

The ESEA is caring for over 3,000 orphans, war widows, and children of lepers. Many 
more are in desperate need, homeless, cold, and hungry. Help us take in many more off 
the streets into our 42 Homes. Write or phone NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois 


r ———————— CLIP AND MAIL TODAY ——<———<——<—<———-— SO “" 
| 0 YES I want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number............... If this ! 
| child has already been “adopted,” I agree to support another whom you will select. With | 
God’s help I will send $8 a month: Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address, and | 
| story. I understand I may continue as long as I wish, SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 
| CT] F cannot. “adopt™ a child Get want to Relp Op givlte $e «<0 ccccicccccawscasvedcdestaedun | 
| 0 Please send me further information. | 
| | 
MN Foi cae te ehe dae Oba deen ceeds idee ornceneetandanddcdacntndaeuesnaadse 
| PEREMC ARSENE COnee ew hacks se ocaes Sue een ek aw akan eee | 
DS MMM Soon id oi cincite saeer a he dev esc Ri avendsdeensacadedscuasimheddeds es4etaamaenten | 
| Uc ckcdewedecesceuurasceeteaseederaeatactrn yee Ri icdis tcc xesivesicdaceus | 
| Gifts of any amount are welcome and, as well as sponsorings, are income tax deductible. | 
A Non-Profit | 
THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. ‘Corporation | 
| Dept. ST-4 4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Hl. Telephone: Gladstone 6-6181 | 
Bh cesses sssenensataliqeenetremecennenmesennnenescationmecinanniapeiliaicmastnsiinansendinnetnaeniabialaiiiedttiiiiaeminiia seme own 
(15) 299 





WANTED: A missionary organization in down- 
town Philadelphia needs a typist or stenographer, 
including general office work. This is an opportunity 
for effective Christian service. Pleasant atmosphere, 
air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. No. 980, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














cover all our sins? You find it in Ro- 
mans 10:10. Just believe it!  (4:5.) 
Righteousness is a gift from God, like 
eternal life (5:17). Are you hungry 
and thirsty enough for it to take it 
and have it? Just as you believe me, 
and take this candy and have it! (After 
the candy is eaten, pray for the accept- 
ance of Christ’s righteousness through 
faith in Him and His death on the cross 
for sin.) 

Now that your sins have been for- 
given, and goodness has been given 
you, the Great Teacher has another rule 
to keep you happy. Find it in Mat- 
thew 5:7. You must be forgiving and 
kind to others, just as God has been 
forgiving and kind to you. You would 
not want to be like the man in this 
story! (Matt. 18:23-34. If you do not 
have this parable among your flannel- 
graph materials, search in other stories 
for a man standing and kneeling, and 
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Order from your Bookseller or 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


Make Your Speeches More Effective! 


SPEAKER'S 


SOURCEBOOK 


- By ELEANOR DOAN 


MEETS EVERY SPEAKER’S NEED 


4,000 usable illustrations ¢ quotations @ 
sayings * anecdotes * poems © sentences 
sermons ® attention-getters 


500 subjects, classified, and alphabetically arranged 
304 double-column pages, a big book.....$3.95 
Something appropriate for every occasion 








Wesimins 


Theological 


DO YOU regard the present interest in 
“the last things” as significant? 


Ned B. Stonehouse, Dean of the Faculty, 
replies: Yes, certainly. But then eschatology 
mythical, and so emptied of its meaning. 
Perceived with Biblical force and realism, 
must not be viewed as merely symbolic or 
it brings to focus nothing less than the 
consummation of the purposes of God. 
in Christ. 

Professor Stonehouse is one of a company 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified stu- 
dents of many denominations receive a 
unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 


NED B. STONEHOUSE 





For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 
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for another man standing and kneeling 
in the opposite direction. It should 


_not be difficult to find figures for the 


king and other servants to complete 
the three scenes.) 


Drill on the memorization of these 


two Beatitudes, which constitute the 
Golden Text and the Memory Verse. 
One device which puts emphasis on 
the words is to read around the class, 
each pupil giving only one word. After 
reading the verse that way two or 
three times, close the Bibles and do 
the same from memory. Then start 
with a different person so the pupils 
do not have the same words as before. 

There will be many chances to be 
“merciful” this week. Be ready to tell 
about one of them next Sunday. 


ORoNO, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ILLY had received a beautiful new 

red bicycle. There were three rea- 
sons for his having received such a 
wonderful present from his parents: 
(1) all of the marks on his report card 
were good; (2) he had a birthday; (3) 
and it was Easter. So his mother and 
dad had sacrificed to give him one big 
present. Billy was the happiest boy in 
the neighborhood with his new bike! 
He showed it to everyone. And no 
matter who asked, “May I ride it?” 
Billy’s immediate answer was, “Sure!” 
He was not the least bit selfish. He 
loved sharing his things. 

Dickie, who lived down the street, 
eyed Billy’s bicycle. He did not have 
one of his own. In fact, he had never 
even been on one! But he watched the 
others ride and he was certain he would 
not have any trouble at all. It surely 
looked easy. So he boldly asked Billy, 
“May I ride your bike?” 

Billy never thought to ask if he knew 
how to ride. He simply replied, “Sure, 
Dickie, go ahead.” 

He should have guessed that Dickie 
did not know how to ride when Dickie 
asked, “Will you please hold on to it 
until I get started?” But he never 
even thought about it. But when 
Dickie started off, wobbling back and 
forth, Billy ran after him screaming: 
“Wait a minute! You don’t know how 
to ride. Let my daddy teach you.” 
But Dickie was going too fast. And in 
less time than it takes to tell about it, 
he had crashed headlong into a stone 
wall. The front wheel was bent. The 
chain was off. The handle bar was 
jammed into the seat. Dickie got up, 
and, other than a few scratches and 
cuts, he was all right. But the poor 
bike—it was a wreck! 

When the two boys told Billy’s dad 
what had happened, he asked, “What 
are you going to do about it, Dickie?” 

“Oh, please forgive me. I didn’t mean 
to do it. I promise that I will buy a 
brand new bike for Billy.” 

Billy’s dad knew it would be impos- 
sible for Dickie to do that. So he very 
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kindly said, “That won’t be necessary. 
We'll get another bike for Billy.” 

A few days later the boys were hav- 
ing a baseball game. They were using 
Dickie’s old bat. He had a new one, 
but he would not let anyone else use 
that. He kept it for himself each time 
he came up to bat. When Paul was up, 
he whammed the ball for a home run. 
But when he hit the ball, there was a 
crack. The bat had split! Dickie ran 
in from the outfield to meet Paul as he 
was sliding into home plate. “You 
broke my bat!” he yelled. “You gotta 
buy me a new one.” And do you know 
what? Even though Dickie knew that 
his bat was old and should have been 
thrown away when he got his new one, 
and even though Dickie himself had 
been entirely forgiven when he had 
ruined Billy’s bike, he made Paul— 
who was a very poor boy—buy him a 
brand new bat! 

In the very long ago the Lord Jesus 
told a story about a king whose servant 
owed him thousands and thousands of 
dollars (probably between ten and 
twenty millions!) The king told the 
servant that he and all of his family 
and everything that he had would be 
sold so that the king would be repaid. 
But the servant begged the king to for- 
give him. And, he promised, “Be pa- 
tient with me and I will pay you all 
that I owe.” The king knew that the 
servant would never be able, in a whole 
lifetime, to pay back all of that money. 
But, because he was a kind king, he did 
forgive the servant, and he did not 
make him pay back one penny! 

The servant went right out to a 
friend who owed him just a little bit, 
and demanded that his friend pay him 
at once. But his friend could not do 
so, so the servant threw his friend into 
prison. Imagine that! 

The Lord Jesus told that story so 
that we would always remember that 
God has forgiven our great debt of sin. 
Because of that, we who belong to Him 
please Him when we are loving and 
kind and forgiving. Are you pleasing 
Him? 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 24 
The Church’s Mission in Town and 
Country 
(Matt. 28:16-20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

WO important Scripture passages 

clearly outline the Church’s mission 
in the dispensation of grace in which 
we live. The first passage is assigned 
for our particular consideration in con- 
nection with this week’s topic, and it 
was spoken to the group of eleven dis- 
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ciples after the Lord’s resurrection. 


The instructions that the Lord gave on 
this occasion we sometimes call “The 
Great Commission,” and it includes go- 
ing to all nations; teaching them con- 
cerning Christ’s death and resurrection 
and the salvation He purchased for 
them; and baptizing them into the 
Christian faith in the name of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit; then following this up with the 
teaching of all the things that the Lord 
Jesus commanded them. 


se 


The second Scripture portion is found 
in Acts 1:8 and includes the Lord’s in- 
structions to a somewhat larger group 
of believers that they were to be wit- 
nesses unto Him, beginning at Jeru- 
salem and working outward to the 
uttermost part of the earth. These in- 
structions carried with them the assur- 
ance that all power is given to the 
Lord Jesus and that His followers will 
receive power to witness for Him after 
the giving of the Holy Spirit, which 
occurred at Pentecost, some fifty days 
later. 

p4 


The Book of Acts gives the history 
of how these instructions were carried 
out and how the Good News of the 
death and resurrection of Christ and 
Salvation for those who would believe 
on Him was taken to many cities and 
countries of the then known world. 
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No Christian church in this present 
day has ever faced a more difficult task 
than did this early church to whom the 
great commission was given. Its rep- 
resentatives were, in the main, simple, 
unlearned men, and they were beset 
upon by the entrenched Jewish leaders 
of the day and by heathen men and 
women whose cherished traditions were 
upset or whose businesses were inter- 
fered with by the fearless preaching 
of Christ that was carried on by His 
followers. In some cases believers were 
thrown to wild beasts, or burned at 
the stake, or tortured because of the 
message they proclaimed, and yet the 
Church grew and many thousands were 
added to it, often from among its bit- 
terest enemies. 

p4 


It is important that we should see 
that there was no campaigning against 
the evils of that day although there 
certainly were many. There was no 
social service program set up, and yet 
the physical needs of the poorer mem- 
bers of the early church were not neg- 
lected. Its program is clearly stated— 
continuing steadfastly in the apostles’ 
teaching, in Christian fellowship, in ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Supper, and in 
prayer (Acts 2:42). 
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Two notable results came from this 
Scriptural program. One was that in 
the community “fear,” or reverential 
awe, came upon all men because of 
the many signs and wonders done by 





the apostles (Acts 2:42). There was 
also a unity of spirit. under the control 
of the Holy Spirit (v. 46), there was 
gladness and singleness of heart and 
praise (v. 47), and believers found fa- 
vor in the community. What twentieth- 
century church cannot thrive where 
such a program and such results may 
be attributed to it? 
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Now let us not misunderstand. We 
are not justified in inferring that Chris- 








CHRISTIAN TEACHERS NEEDED: 
College preparatory Academy in South needs: (1) 
Choir Director, (2) Latin Teacher. Write Adv. No. 
985, The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Phila. 5, Pa. 








WINDSHIELD STICKERS OFFERED FREE 


Attractive, colored windshield stickers (“Jesus 
Never Fails” and “Ye Must Be Born Again’’) 
are available without charge from Atlanta Tes- 
tament League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. Send a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope with your request. 















CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 
Pray for our Radio and 
Bible School ministry. 
Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Ilinois 
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e-. the complete 
and inspiring story 
of this world-famous school 


graphically told in attractive 8x11”, 128-page 
volume . .. more than 200 illustrations . .. 


MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 


A Pictorial History 
by Bernard R. DeRemer 
Dr. William Culbertson says: 
“This profusely illus- 
trated volume will be 


of the Institute . . . may 
our friends be blessed as 
they see the evidence 
that God has blessed the 
Cover by school that D. L. Moody 


Warner Saliman founded.” 
in full color At Christian Bookstores 


YOUR FAVORITE BOOKSTORE S-0-750 
Please send copies of Moopy BIBLE 
Inst1TuTE—A Pictorial History, at $3.95 each, 
plus 25¢ for postage and handling. 











MOODY PRESS + CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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You may have a copy of this Book 


without money cost 
for only THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.69 each 





SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Here is a stirring book recalling 
some of the famous biographies of the 
past. 

Dr. Frank E. GaEBELEIN says: 
“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is a fascinating portrayal of a modern 
missionary martyr. Jim Elliot’s devo- 
tion to Christ was like that of David 
Brainerd and even reminds one of 
Samuel Rutherford of Scotland.” 


EuceEnta Prices states: 
“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 


is beautiful writing. But, most im- 





portant, it proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 
. IF the 


any shadow which might fall across any life and any love . . 
life and the love are under His redemptive touch.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.69 each (Canada, $1.81 
U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1.69 (Canada, $1.81) for each 
NEW 22-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 


mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


325 North 13th Street - Z “ « 
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tians today are not to speak out against 


national evils or against unrighteous. 


ness in the communities in which they 


‘exist, or that they are not to lend their 


support to those agencies that are seek- 
ing to combat such evils. There is 
ample room for the Christian churches 
in our land to arouse community and 
national opposition to intemperance, to 
divorce, to the desecration of the Lord’s 
Day, to lawlessness, to gambling, and 
to juvenile delinquency, and all such 
evils. But the Church’s first respon- 
sibility is to preach Christ and to de- 
monstrate, before the community and 
the world, Christ-filled men and women 
and young people who are ready to 
witness to unbelievers as to what Christ 
has done for them, and what He can do 
for all who will come to Him by faith 
and receive Him as their Saviour and 
Lord. 

Any program that does not include 
the preaching of the Gospel and wit- 
nessing for Christ, no matter how well- 
intentioned may be its effort, is like 
washing the face of the clock when 
the mainspring is broken. Only Christ 
in the hearts of men and women can 
turn them from sin and _ indifference 
and evil and transform hearts and lives. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Paul, “Chief of Sinners”? 
(Continued from page 288) 


speaks of the grace of God and the 
effectual working of God’s power as 
given “unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints.” There again the 
present tense of the verb is used, but 
it is evident that Paul did not mean 
that this was true of him when he wrote 
those words, for in the passage in 2 
Corinthians he wrote, “I suppose I was 
not a whit behind the very chiefest 
apostles.” By his record as blasphemer 
and persecutor Paul was less than the 
least, even after he was saved. By the 
marvelous working of the grace of God 
he was put in the forefront of the 
apostles in his record, his testimony, 
and his service. 

That Paul knew the joyous and su- 
pernatural experience of victory over 
sin by the pathway that is open to all 
believers, surrender to Christ and faith 
in him, is brought out abundantly in 
many Scriptures. He wrote, not only 
as doctrine but also as experience, that 
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2); and at 
the close of the same chapter he could 
cry out triumphantly, “In all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us” (Rom. 8: 
37). He lifted up his voice and heart 
in “thanks ... unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ” (2 
Cor. 2:14). This was true because “I 
can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 

The Toronto reader has perhaps con- 
fused the triumphant conclusion of the 
seventh chapter of Romans with the 
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triumphant conclusion of the great res- 
urrection chapter of 1 Corinthians 15. 
The seventh of Romans records Paul’s 
futile, helpless, and hopeless struggle 
against sin so long as he was struggling 
in his own strength, and then gives us 
the victorious answer to his cry of 
agony, “Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” in the triumphant 
words, “I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” The other verse of 
victory follows the great prophecy of 
Christ’s victory even over bodily death 
as well as over sin, to be manifested 
when Christ comes again and “death is 
swallowed up in victory.” Then we 
read, after the dread statement that 
“the sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law,” that paean 
of praise: “But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” It is a blessed fact that 
the verb is in the present tense here; 
for, even though our bodily resur- 
rection is in the future, while awaiting 
that resurrection or change God “giveth 
us,” is giving us now, “the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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Children at Home 


How Kanata Found the Lord 


A true story 
By Erene Rosee 


661 ISN’T true! It can’t be! 
far too young!” 

“But it is true. Her uncle came and 
fetched her, and in a few days she was 
married.” 

“Married! How wicked! Why she is 
only about nine and a half, and quite 
unfit.” 

“You are right, but it is true all the 
same. She was married about a month 
ago.” 

So poor little Flower had been taken 
away from her missionary mother 
against her will and made to marry a 
man old enough to be her father, and her 
uncle had pocketed the dowry! 

Flower was now a “shut-in woman,” 
and, oh, how she looked forward to her 
“mother’s” visits, for practically no one 
else went to see her. 

One day she asked very wistfully, 
“Has Kanata come to the Lord yet?” 
And then she added: “I know she is 
near, and I have been praying for her 
so much. I do wish you would bring 
her to see me.” 

Permission having been gained from 
her husband, a visit was arranged. A 
nice tea had been prepared—plenty of 
sweet mint tea and native cakes made 
of almonds. 

When tea was over, the New Testa- 
ment and hymnbooks were brought out. 

“Kanata, you choose first’; and she 
chose “My House in Heaven Is Filled 
With the Glory of God.” 

After they had sung it, Flower turned 
to her friend saying, “Have you got a 
home in Heaven, Kanata?” 


She is 





April 9, 1960 (Lesson for April 24) 





louder in her earnestness. 


With much surprise Kanata replied, 
“TI don’t know.” 

“Well, if you don’t know, then you 
haven’t, for you know the things that 
you’ve got, don’t you? And if you had 
a home in Heaven you would surely 
know it.” 

Then, after a pause, “Do you want to 
have one?” 

Kanata said she did and Flower 
started to show her the way to become 
a Christian. She was so intent on 
bringing Kanata to the Lord that she 
forgot all about her missionary mother 
who was quietly praying by her side. 

After a time Kanata understood and 
said she wanted to come to the Lord 
Jesus so that He would forgive her 
and come into her heart. 

Flower prayed, speaking louder and 
When she 
had finished she said, “You pray now, 
Kanata, for you must ask for yourself.” 

There was silence for a minute; then, 
“T don’t know how.” 

This was a problem that Flower 
could not solve, so she turned to the 
missionary saying, “What can we do 
now?” 

Presently, after a little more explana- 
tion and a little help, Kanata confessed 
her sin to the Lord in prayer, and asked 
His forgiveness, thanking Him for dying 
for her, and asked Him to come into 
her heart. 

Now, filled with the joy of the Lord, 
the two children sang, “Joy, joy, joy, 
with joy my heart is singing.” Three 
hearts in that little room were joined 
in the joy that is always in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner 
that has repented and come to the Sav- 
iour. 
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Daily Life Among the Aucas 
(Continued from page 293) 


children—but neither was it with mal- 
ice. 

And so we had come to these who 
have been called one of the most savage 
tribes on earth. We were in their 
homes. We were outsiders, however, 
and we had come to show them the 
Way. What right had we to tell them 
that we knew a better way than theirs, 
to assume that anything we had to offer 
could possibly be meaningful to them, 
let alone wanted by them? We knew 
that we must earn that right. We must 
live with them, love them, try to un- 
derstand them, and above all, demon- 
Strate to them what we meant by 
eternal life—a new kind of life, not 
simply a longer one. We had not come 
to show the Auca ways of improving 
or prolonging his temporal life. Even 
what we call the benefits of civiliza- 
tion were unknown to him, and seemed 
to us of more and more dubious value 
as we learned to know him better. We 
had come to offer something that, ap- 
parently, the Auca was not even look- 
ing for—a hope, an anchor for the soul, 
the person of Jesus Christ. We were 
witnesses of Him. As Paul said long 
ago to the Corinthians, “We now can en- 





lighten men only because we can give 
them knowledge of the glory of God, 
as we see it in the face of Jesus Christ” 
(2 Cor. 4:6, Phillips’ translation). 


(To be continued) 
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Can You Go to Alaska With Us 
This Summer? 











NOTHER Christian Fellowship 

Tour to Alaska will be sponsored 
this summer by THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
Tres. The tour party will leave 
Chicago July 5 and return there on 
July 25. Alaska is often called the 
Land of the Midnight Sun, and it is 
literally true that, in the northern parts, 
the sun does not set during the summer 
months. Even in the southern parts of 
Alaska, where the Christian Fellowship 
party will journey, the days are much 
longer than most of the party have 
experienced before. 

As many hundreds who have jour- 
neyed on earlier Christian Fellowship 
Tours have found, these long days are 
filled with most enjoyable experiences 
and with delightful relaxation, free 
from concern about baggage and ac- 
commodations, and highlighted by mag- 
nificent and inspiring scenery as the 
party has cruised along the calm Inside 
Passage. Comfortable quarters, excel- 
lent meals, and the congenial compan- 
ionship of fellow Christians make these 
tours to Alaska a delightful summer 
vacation. 

In addition to the steamer cruise in 
Alaskan waters, there are many other 
attractions. Time will be spent at the 
well-known Olympic Hotel in Seattle 
with a side trip planned to Paradise 
Inn, high on one of the shoulders of 
Mt. Rainier. Two days and two nights 
will be spent at Victoria, B. C., where 
the party will be quartered in the beau- 
tiful Empress Hotel and will have op- 
portunity to visit the famous Butchard’s 
Flower Garden, and other points of in- 
terest around Victoria. There will be 
a sightseeing trip around Vancouver, 
B. C., which is the home port of the 
Canadian Pacific’s S.S. Princess Louise, 
on which the party will journey to 
Alaska. 

On the homeward journey from Van- 
couver, B. C., the party will travel 
through the awe-inspiring Canadian 
Rockies, stopping at Lake Louise, Emer- 
ald Lake, Morraine Lakes, and at the 
famous Banff Springs Hotel. 

If you are interested, a post card will 
bring you an illustrated folder giving 
detailed information and costs. Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, a director of The 
Sunday School Times Co., will, with 
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Mrs. Jaeger, accompany the party 
throughout the tour. Just address him 
at 325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
5, and ask for the Alaska folder. 
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With the New Books ; 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Religions in a Changing World. 
Various authors. Edited by Howard F. 
Vos. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $5.50.) 
Here is a book on comparative re- 
ligions in which, for a change, Christian- 
ity is not viewed as just another 
religion. Since most of the contributing 
authors are missionaries, the book in- 
cludes an emphasis on the problems 
a Christian would encounter while deal- 
ing with adherents to these false re- 
ligions. Further, the writers are not 
afraid to recognize satanic influences 
at work in other religions. This is not 
to say that the book is not factual. 
Historical facts concerning the found- 
ing and furthering of the religions are 
included, and a bibliography is ap- 
pended to each chapter. Some sections 
will appeal as being more outstanding 
than others, though the quality is uni- 
formly high. One regrets that ' the 
chapter on Romanism had little to 
say about Mariolatry and was not par- 
ticularly related to Romanism in 
America. There are chapters on Juda- 
ism, Communism, and Protestantism 
that add to the usefulness of the book. 
While it will undoubtedly serve as a 
textbook in some schools, the layman 
also can profit greatly from its use. 


The Praying Christ. By James G. S. 
S. Thomson. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) There 
are many books on prayer, probably 
too many. Dr. Thomson’s 155-page 
treatment is refreshingly different. Too 
many books on prayer reduce it to a 
compact science of “getting things from 
God.” Dr. Thomson has subtitled his 
book, “A study of Jesus’ doctrine and 
practice of prayer.” The first two chap- 
ters are a study of our Lord’s teaching 
and practice regarding prayer. Chapter 
three is a careful exposition of the 
“high-priestly prayer” of the seven- 
teenth chapter of John. The Lord’s 
Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13) is discussed in 
chapter four. In chapter five, Dr. Thom- 
son sets forth the Scriptural teaching 
concerning the intercessory ministry of 
the ascended Christ. The book con- 
cludes with an examination of the sev- 








Only he who is unwilling to love 
without being loved is ‘likely to feel 
that there is no such thing as friendship 
in the world—Henry Clay Trumbull. 
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eral Hebrew words rendered “waiting 
on the Lord” in the King James 
Version. A three-page bibliography con- 
cludes the work. The author has se- 
lected relevant reading lists for each 
of the topics discussed in the book. The 
lists, like the text of the book, are 
scholarly and worthwhile. The reader 
who utilizes Thomson’s “The Praying 
Christ” and follows the suggestions of 
the bibliography will greatly enrich 
his Biblical and theological knowledge 
of prayer. The author is currently 
professor of Old Testament, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 18 to 24 


Mon.—Matthew 5:6; 13:44-46. 
Values That Count. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled.” The 
illustrations of this passion for right- 
eousness given in the other texts of 
this lesson should be pondered care- 
fully by all believers. “The flesh prof- 
iteth nothing.” The words Christ 
speaks “are spirit, and they are life” 
(John 6:63). Live after the Spirit, and 
walk and work in the Spirit. These 
are the values that count most in per- 
sonal, family, and social life. “Seek 
those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God” (Col. 3:1). Pray for the Berean 
Mission, Inc., St. Louis. 


Tues.—Matthew 5:7; 18:23-33. 
Righteousness and Mercy. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” 
God desires mercy—not a_ substituted 
sacrifice. Mercy is one of the essential 
perfections of God. His pity is coupled 
with gladsome relief, evidenced in prac- 
tical ways. The wicked man mentioned 
in the text of this lesson enjoyed mercy 
shown by his creditor, but practiced 
none of this virtue with others. Most 
Christians fail miserably in doing God’s 
good will. Glance at the twelfth chap- 
ter of Romans and the last chapters of 
the Epistles and notice how Christians 
painfully fail God and man. Pray for 
the Open Air Campaigners, Chicago. 


Wed.—Isaiah 55:1-9. 
Salvation for Those Who Seek It. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near.” The Shep- 
herd not only goes after the sheep that 
is lost but also calls upon souls to come 
to Him while He may be found. There 
is a divine drawing, and also a divine 
call to sinners. “He drew me and’ I 
followed on, charmed to confess the 
voice divine.” Salvation is all of God 
and all of grace, through the drawing 





power of the Gospel and man’s re- 
sponse. “And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me” 
(John 12:32). Pray for the Bible Cru- 
saders, Inc., Seattle. 


Thurs.—John 4:7-15. The Living Water. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into ever- 
lasting life.” Our Lord Jesus came from 
Heaven, where there are “living foun- 
tains of waters” (Rev. 7:17). Water for 
all thirsty souls is offered free to all 
who thirst. He speaks of “the water 
that I shall give him” (John 4:14) and 
says, “Take the water of life freely” 
(Rev. 22:17). Pray for American Mes- 
sianic Fellowship, Chicago. 


Fri—John 6:25-34. The True Bread. ° 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus said unto 
them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” Only by feeding on Christ can 
our souls have life, strength, and suf- 


ficiency. As the hymn says: “Thou, O . 


Christ, art all I want; more than all in 
Thee I find.” The will of the Father, 
who sent Christ, is “that every one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlasting life” (v. 
40). Do you feed on Christ? “He sat- 
isfieth the longing soul, and filleth the 
hungry soul with goodness” (Psa. 107: 
9). Pray for The Fields, Inc., New 
York. 


Sat—John 6:35-40. 
Jesus, the Bread of Life. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “For the bread 
of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world” 
(v. 33). The world is utterly depend- 
ent upon Christ for life—natural and 
spiritual. 
“It is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves.” But not all people are alive 
unto God spiritually. Christ came that 
we might have spiritual life and have 
it more abundantly. Life eternal is 
His gift. “I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish” (John 
10:28). Feed much on Christ, the liv- 
ing bread, daily. Pray for the Chinese 
Foreign Missionary Union, Cambridge, 
Mass. 


Sun.—Philippians 3:7-16. 
Seeking True Righteousness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “. . . that I may 
win Christ, and be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” Christ in 
our stead and behalf met every de- 
mand of the law we broke. Of His 
own free will and grace He has become 
righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption to us. Dressed in His right- 
eousness we stand faultless before God’s 
throne. Be sure you have His right- 
eousness and not your own brand. 
Pray for the Far Eastern Gospel Cru- 
sade, Minneapolis. 
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He gives life to all people. — 








